TALLINN,  Estonia  (BP)  —  In  one 
of  those  self-revelatory  statements 
East  Europeans  are  famous  for,  an 
Estonian  said  last  sununer  that  his  ci¬ 
ty’s  architecture  ranged  from  the 
baroque  to  the  “barraque”  —  as  in  ar¬ 
my  barrack. 

Always  a  presence  the  Baltic 
peoples  lived  with,  Soviet  troops 
began  taking  over  public  facilities  in 
Lithuania  and  Latvia  in  mid-January 
this  year.  At  least  13  Lithuanians  died 
trying  to  stop  the  troops.  The  military 
reality  has  resurged. 

The  reordering  of  Soviet  society 
under  Mikhail  ^rbachev  and  last 
Year’s  declarations  of  independence 
by  the  three  Baltic  states  brought  new 
hope  and  life  to  the  peoples  —  in¬ 
clude  the  Christians  —  m  Lithuania, 
Latvia,  and  Estonia.  Ihey  faced  many 
problems,  but  with  a  renewed  sense 
of  the  possibility  to  direct  their  own 
destinies.  All  this  is  now  in  question. 

Gorbachev  appears  determined  to 
quash  the  independence  movements 
in  the  republics,  starting  with  the 
Baltics. 

Over  the  past  decades,  non-Balts  by 
the  thousands  have  been  relocated  in 
the  three  republics.  They  have  man¬ 
ned  a  buildup  of  industrial  power  in 
this  area.  But  local  people  believe 
there  is  another  reason  for  their 

f>resence  —  to  dilute  the  nationalistic 
ervor  of  the  republics.  By  one  recent 
estimate,  the  population  of  Estonia  is 
38  percent  non-Etonian  and  Latvia  is 


48  percent  non-Latvian. 

(jbvious  tensions  arise.  Outsiders 
get  a  higher  priority  for  jobs  and  hous¬ 
ing.  They  do  not  speak  the  local 
language  or  know  the  culture  and 
history  of  their  new  home.  That 
breeds  resentment  in  some  local 
peoples.  The  non-Baltic  citizens  re¬ 
sent  being  told  to  learn  another 
language  and  culture. 

In  most  republics  where  na¬ 
tionalism  is  an  issue,  restoration  of 
mother-tongue  languages  and  the 
open  use  of  national  flags  have  been 
key  gestures  in  attempts  to  reverse 
the  effort  to  weaken  ethnic  and 
cultural  ties. 

Emigration  and  deportation,  both 
widespread  in  the  1940s,  also  have  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  problem.  Thousands  of 
Balts  left  their  homelands  to  settle  in 
other  lands,  depleting  the  local 
populations.  Many  Estonians,  Lat¬ 
vians,  and  Lithuanians  were  among 
the  millions  of  people  deported  and 
exiled  in  Siberia  dui^  Stalin’s  reign. 
Baptist  groups -in  both  Latvia'tmd 
Estonia  also  were  weakened  by 
emigration  and  deportation. 

Ek:onomic  interdependency  of  the 
republics  is  another  complex  issue. 
'The  Baltic  states  provide  all  of  the 
Soviet  Union  with  industrial  goods 
and  shippii^  access  ihrough  Ri^, 
Latvia’^  cafritaL  and  Thllinn,  Elstonia’ls 
capital.  Factories  produce  many 
times  more  goods  than  they  need  for 
local  use. 


HAMBURG,  Germany  (BP)  — 
European  Baptist  Federation  leaders 
have  sent  a  telegram  to  Soviet  leader 
Mikhail  Gorbachev  appealing  for  “a 
policy  of  peaceful  negotiation”  with 
the  breakaway  republic  of  Lithuania. 

The  telegram  followed  the  death  of 
13  Lithuanians  in  a  Jan.  13  clash  with 
Soviet  troops,  who  were  backing  Com¬ 
munist  Party  loyalists:  attempting  to 
take  control  of  the  republic. 
Lithuania’s  legislature  declared  the 
republic’s  independence  from  Moscow 
last  March. 

Baptist  leaders  depicted  the  action 
against  “an  unarm^  people”  as  ^‘a 
backward  step  in  the  path  of 
democratization  which  you  have  been 
so  courageously  following  and  which 
has  won  the  admiration  of  the  nations 
of  the  world.” 

They  urged  Gorbachev  “to  exercise 


Christians  —  including  the  6,000 
members  of  Evangelical  Christian- 
Baptist  churches  in  Estonia  and  the 
4,500  members  in  Latvia  —  find 
themselves  and  the  future  of  their 
work  for  Christ  intertwined  with  these 
events. 

When '  the  Latvian  government 
established  a  new  department  of 
religion  in  December  1969,  a  profound 
change  was  made  in  how  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  churches  relate  to  each 
other. 

“Before  it  was  an  apparatus  to  con¬ 
trol  the  church,”  said  a  department 
spokesman  in  1990.  “Now  our  main 
function  is  to  help  the  different  chur¬ 
ches  in  their  work.” 

In  former  years,  Christians  were 
seen  as  not  needed  in  society;  the 
fewer  Christians  the  better.  “Now  it  is 
quite  the  opposite,”  he  added. 

In  both  Estonia  and  Latvia,  Baptists 
have  requested  and  received  the 
return  of  some  church  buildings  con¬ 
fiscated  during  the  Stalinist  years. 

Churches  in  Russia  and  other  Soviet 
republics  have  had  similar  ex¬ 
periences  under  the  relaxing  of  stiff 
regulations  in  recent  years.  A  com¬ 
prehensive  law  of  religious  freedom 
was  passed  for  the  Soviet  Union  last 
faU. 


Religious  services,  Christian  films, 
interviews  with  chur^  leaders  broad¬ 
cast  on  television  or  printed  in 
newspapers  have  shown  the  public  the 
numbers  of  believers  and  diversity  of 
ministries  they  have  in  the  Soviet 
Union.  Churches  have  reported  Com¬ 
munist  Party  members  coming  to 
enroll  their  children  in  Sunday  Sc^l. 

Baltic  Baptist  unions  work  on  their 
own  pn^rams  and  theological  educa¬ 
tion  while  maintaining  a  fraternal 
relationship  throu^  the  Union  of 
Evangelical  Christians-Baptists,  the 
overall  or^nization  of  churches  in  the 
Soviet  Union. 

Baptists  from  Estonia  and  Latvia 
were  included  in  the  large  Soviet  dele¬ 
gation  attending  last  summer’s  Bap¬ 
tist  World  Alliance  meeting  in  Seoul, 
South  Korea. 

At  the  same  time,  ethnic  Russians 
or  Ukrainians  or  Estonians  cherish 
their  own  diverse  cultures,  languages, 
and  heritages. 

The  first  Christian  mission 
organization  registered  with  the 
So^et  government  was  the  Latvian 
Christian  Mission,  founded  in  1988  by 
Vadim  Kovalev.  He  is  a  Russian 
pastor  from  Riga.  Believers  from  both 
Russian-  and  Latvian-speaking 
groups  have  participated  in  the  mis¬ 


sion’s  ministries  of  prison  evangelism, 
hospital  volunteer  work  and  feeding 
the  hungry.  But  its  work  is  mainly  for 
Russians.  Now  Latvian  Baptists  plan 
a  similar  ministry. 

One  of  the  struggles  Baltic  Baptists 
have  faced  is  that  a  popular,  generic 
type  of  Christianity  will  overshadow 
me  authentic  gospel  message.  A 
teacher  went  to  a  Lutheran  church 
last  year  and  asked  that  his  name  be 
put  on  their  roll.  “I  don’t  believe  in 
God,”  he  told  the  pastor,  “but  the 
church  has  so  much  contributed  to  our 
culture.” 

Believers  have  a  responsibility  to 
counter  that  idea,  according  to  one 
Baptist  pastor. 

If  a  new  period  of  hardship  lies 
ahead,  Baltic  believers  will  face  the 
future  as  they  have  faced  the  past. 
“We  learned  to  depend  only  on  God” 
one  Latvian  pastor  said. 

“If  you  come  to  truth,  it  is  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  hope,”  an  Estonian  added.  “If 
there  is  no  truth,  there  is  no  hope.” 

Martha  Skelton,  a  veteran  of 
coverage  in  the  Soviet  Union,  visited 
Estonia  and  Latvia  iast  year.  She  is 
associate  editor  of  'The  Commission, 
magazine  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board. 


European  Baptists  ask 
Gorbachev  for  peace 


patience  and  to  pursue  a  policy  of 
peaceful  negotiation,  however  dif¬ 
ficult  this  may  be.”  Such  actions,  they 
added,  “would  send  a  signal  to  all  in¬ 
volved  in  the  Gulf  crisis  that  justice 
and  peace  can  be  establish^  and 
maintained  without  resort  to  armed 
force.” 

'The  telegram,  signed  by  European 
Baptist  F^eration  President  ^ter 
Barber  and  General  Secretary  Karl- 
Heinz  Walter,  also  assured  Gorbachev 
of  Baptists’  prayers. 

'  'The  EBF  also  sent  a  telegram  to 
Baptist  leaders  in  the  other  two 
independence-seeking  Baltic 
republics,  Estonia  and  Latvia,  to 
assure  them  of  “our  love  and  prayers 
in  these  difficult  days.”  Pro-Soviet 
commandos  killed  five  people  Jan.  20 
in  Latvia. 


FOUND  FAITHFUL  —  Members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
in  Jelgava,  Latvia,  kneel  in  prayer  during  a  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  Church  membership  in  the  Baltic  states  has  suffered 
through  years  of  emigration,  deportation,  and  imprison¬ 
ment,  but  has  been  turning  around  since  new  openness 


brought  greater  opportunities  to  teach  the  Bible,  evangelize, 
and  perform  social  ministries.  But  the  Soviet  crackdown 
on  the  Baltic  states  has  brought  new  doubts.  (BP  Photo 
by  Don  Rutledge) 


ANALYSIS 

Could  Baltic  crackdown  affect  churches? 


By  Martha  Skelton 
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The  heartbeat  of  America 


Cost  And  Embarrassment 
Of  Typographical  Errors 

By  Jame^N.  Griffitib 

shown  that  artempung  to 
correct  an  error  proves  to  be 
worse  than  the  original  error. 

A  case  in  point  is  the  apoc¬ 
ryphal  account  of  the  old 
batde-scarred  soldier’s  obit¬ 
uary  which  first  carried  the 
erroneous  headline: 
“Battle-‘Scared’  Veteran  Gone 
to  Rest.” 

The  would-be  correction  in 
a  later  issue  was  worse: 
“Botde-Scarred  Veteran  Gone 
to  Rest.” 

The  next  correction 
attempted  was  equally  devas¬ 
tating:  “Batde-Scarred 
Veteran  Gone  to  Roost.” 

But  alas,  amidst  funily 
complaints,  the  editor  tried 
one  last  time  with  the  horren¬ 
dous  result:  “Battle-Scarred 
Veteran  Gone  to  Roast.” 

Errors  are  disturbing,  to  say 
the  least.  As  a  colunmist  for 
some  35  years  the  Index^  I 
have  had  columns  rendered 
meaningless  by  the  erroneous 
printing  of  a  two-letter  word. 

Still,  in  the  larger  more 
important  writing  that  all  of  us 
do  on  the  scroll  of  life,  it  is 
comforting  that  our  loving, 
forgiving  Lord  is  willing  to 
provide  us  a  clean  sheet  and  a 
new  opportunity  to  make  our 
mark  and  do  better  in  the 
marking. 


Eassion,  joy  and  ex- 
ilaration  are  found  in 
the  performance  of  its 
privileges.  When 
evangelism  is  {xnmotion, 
pressure  and  strain  exist 
in  the  performance  of  its 
duties.  ' 

When  evangelism  is  a 
passion,  there  are  spon¬ 
taneity  and  urgency  in 
witnessing.  When 
evangelism  is  a  promo¬ 
tion,  witnessing  must  be 
coaxed  and  coached. 

When  evangelism  is  a 
passion,  it  is  a  spiritual 
exercise  of  the  caring 
heart.  When  evangelism 
is  promotion,  it  is 
religious  “gimmickry”  to 
achieve  ecclesiastical 
success. 


This  may  take  the  shape  of  an  religion”  and  a  whopping  92  percent 
automobile  for  some  citizens  but  for  have  a  religious  preferei^  according 
the  church  the  heartbeat  is  something  to  church  growth  specialist  C.  Kirk 
else.  Evangelism  should  be  the  real  Hadaway.  Pdh%ntage-wise  or  by  head 
heartbeat  of  believers.  count  we  have  white  harvest  fields  all 

Evangelism  is  the  proclamation  of  around  us. 
the  historical,  biblical  Christ  as  Most  of  these  unsaved  people  will 
Bavior  and  Lord,  seeking  to  persuade  never  be  confronted  with  the  gospel, 
-people  to  accept  him  personally  and  There  will  be  little  persuasion  to  bring 
thus  be  reconciled  to  God.  This  calls  them  to  Christ.  Southern  Baptists 
for  a  (feep  and  pften  costly  penetration  have  grown  strong  on  a  steady  diet  of 
of  society.  It’s  breaking  out  of  the  so-  evangelism.  We  have  suffer^  when 
called  Christian  ghettos  in  order  to  we  neglected  it. 
permeate  a  non-Christian  society.  The  In  an  old  Bible  I  found  an  up-to-date 
church  as  the  community  of  God’s  article: 
people  must  be  identified  with  this  If  evangelism  is  indeed 

cause.  the  heartbeat  of  the 

The  heartbeat  has  ^ecome  upbeat.  church,  the  heartbeat  is 

We  increased  last  year  in  the  number  barely  detectable  in-vast 

we  baptized.  There  was  a  7.7  percent  segments  of  the  church 

increase  across  the  SBC  and  9.7  per¬ 
cent  increase  in  Mississippi.  More  of 
our  churches  are  involved  in  witness 
training  and  in  evangelism  with  a 
social  persuasion. 

In  America  43  percent  of  our  peo¬ 
ple  were  unchurched  in  1968,  accoitling 
to  Lyle  Schaller.  The  Home  Mission 
Board  lists  167  million  lost  people  in 
our  nation.  The  estimate  for 
Mississippi  is  40  percent  unchurched 
and  1,100,000  unsaved. 

Interestingly  enough,  only  3  percent 
^  of  Americans  said  they  were  “no 


Driving  to  work  on  a  recent 
morning,  I  was  listening  to  the 
news  on  National  Public 
Radio  and  was  starded  to  hear 
that  the  editor  of  Success 
Magazine  had  issued  an  edict 
to  staff  warning  that  “fines  up 
to  $500  would  be  levied  on 
writers  and  c<^  editors  for 
misspelled  words  and  over¬ 
looked  typographical  errors.” 

This  may  not  stamp  out  all 
typographical  errors  in  this 
particular  publication,  but  it 
should  obliterate  any  financial 
security  some  of  the  staff 
members  may  have  previously 
enjoyed. 

At  $500  per  slip-up,  the 
staff  members  could  join  in 
mournful  chorus:  “How  costly 
arc  the  errors  of  our  ways!” 

But  at  any  rate,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  undetected 
typographical  error  is  the  banc 
of  the  editor’s  and  writer’s 
existence. 

In  my  experience  as  a  jour¬ 
nalist,  I  can  recaU  going  to 
press  and  feeling  that  ail  was 
well — only  to  di^ovcr  that  in 
the  darkness  of  night  “typo 
gremlins”  had  stolen  in  and 
sprinkled  errors  throughout 
the  publication. 

And  sadly,  experience  has 


When  evangelism  is  a 
passion,  it  is  concerned 
primarily  with  souls. 
When  evangelism  is  pro¬ 
motion,  it  is  ccmcemed 
chiefly  with  statistics. 

When  evangelism  is  a 
passion,  it  is  used  of  God 
to  advance  his  kingdom. 
When  evangelism  is  pro¬ 
motion,  it  is  used  ^  men 
to  enlarge  an  institution. 

When  evangelism  is  a 


Churches  don’t  accidentaUy  becinne 
evangelistic.  You  will  not  discover  it 
by  just  drifting  along  with  the  tide  It 
has  a  “this  one  thing  I  do”  flavor  that 
hurls  us  into  the  strongholds  of  an  un¬ 
sympathetic  world.  The  opiniwi  of  the 
majority  will  be  opposed  to  it.  The  ear 
of  the  church  must  be  attuned  to  the 
command  of  our  Lord,  not  to  the 
raucous  noise  of  the  crowd. 


Guest  opinion  ... 

A  responsible  and  redemptive  resolution 


By  Ken  Alford 

As  one  of  Mississippi’s  three  presidency  was  an  obvious  reality.  that  very  significant  facts  could  be 
trustees  on  the  Sunday  School  Board,  Personally  I  feel  that  Elder,  the  brouj^t  out  into  the  opra.  While  some 
I  am  appreciative  of  this  opportunity  G.A.C.,  and  the  trustees  have  reach-  within  our  SBC  will  undoubtedly  label 
to  share  a  few  of  my  observations  ed  the  best  possible  conclusion  to  the  Elder’s  retirement  as  the  result  of 
related  to  the  recent  called  meeting  whole  painful  matter.  I  believe  that  some  “hard-ball”  political  ploy  by 
of  the  Board  in  which  President  Lloyd  the  vote  to  accept  Elder’s  fair  and  radical  fundamentalist  “head 
Elder’s  proposal  for  early  retirement  favorable  retirement  proposal  was  a  hunters,”  I  believe  that  the  facts  that 
was  accept.  solution  to  the  impasse  at  the  Board  have  suriaced  reveal  that  the  B^B 

My  primary  observation  is  that  which  contained  the  least  possibility  trustees  have  acted  responsibly  and 
Elder,  the  General  Administration,  for  further  divisiveness  within  our  r^emptively  to  reconcile  the  difficult 
and  the  trustees  at  large  acted  in  a  convention.  Situation  that  existed  in  regard  to 

ITSiS*  '".f  Ta  The  following  quote  from  the  agree-  Eldei-s  leadership  as  president 

to  resolve  what  Elder  himself  had  *  oronosed^  Elder  is  verv  im-  Board. 

^Ued  ‘^n  im^^’^ln  the  retirement  ^tlnt  afw  sSk  for  peace^ithin  .  «  % 

document  which  his  attorney  had  denomination- “This  Acreement  to  PuU  together,  to  suiport  Elder  m  his 
drawn  up.  Elder  stated,  ‘Theparties  TnotTiSurofT?  continuing  role  as  present  and  teen 

acknowledge  and  agree  that  noijtical  or  theoloeical  different  **  consultant  to  the  Board,  and  to 
Employee’s  retirement  is  a  result  of  the  Boaid  a^nd  the  EmDlovee.  earnestly  for  the  process  which 

honest  differences  of  opinion  between  wiU  lead  the  Board  to  his  successor. 

Employee  and  the  ^rd  with  regart  g^faitSferenSvSi  Pl^  intercede  for  your  ^y 

to  management  style,  philosophy,  and  ^  jo  the  Board’s  management. 

'"tarShisdecBion^^, 

^rly  Elder  said^  bi  ?  ”"ba”aVto  ‘“f.  «e„ta'T^^  Elder’s 

had  asked  himself  what  was  best  for  dissension  controversv  or  disagree-  retirement  as  a  catalyst  for  controver- 
tee  Board,  what  was  best  for  Southern  ^thS  sSJteS  BaSt  Cot-  “®y  P™y 

Baptists,  and  what  was  best  for  his  HopSSw  tSe  ?SmmOTte 

own  effective  leadership  at  tee  Board,  wm  help  te  prevSt  pSble  denomination. 

I  sincerely  believe  that  the  vast  ma-  misunderstanding  in  reuart  to  the  ^  prepares  to  enter  its 

jority  of  the  trustees  had  asked  circuiita^es  sSroun^g  EWe?^  s^rentury  our^totda^  are 
themselves  those  same  questions.  retirement  *  ®i*ead!  Your  Sunday  School 


Networks  use  more 


fall  sweeps,  showed  the  automobile  not  too  long  ago  gave  a  speech  con- 
company  sponsoring  20.14  incidents  of  demning  television  producers  for 
sex,  violence,  and  profanity  with  showing  too  much  sex,  violence,  and 
every  30-second  commercial  the  com-  profanity.” 

pany  ran.  Wildmon  said  that  the  networks  are 

Other  top  sponsors  and  scores  in-  increasingly  using  more,  and  more 
cluded.S.  C.  Johnson  (19.40),  Duracell  •  gross,  profanity.  “Not  long  ago  the  net- 
(18.36),  U.S.  Sprint  (17.M),  Sony  works  refused  to  use  the  name  of 
(16.75),  Anheuser-Busch  (16.32),  Jesus  as  profanity.  But  the  use  of  the 
Pfizer  (15.82),  Nissan  (14.42),  H.  J.  name  of  Jesus  as  profanity  is  increas- 
Heinz  (14.36),  Chrysler  (14.24),  and  ing  on  programs,”  he  said.  “In  addi- 
Ralston  Purina  ( 14.00) .  tion,  the  networks  are  also  increasing- 

The  monitoring  showed  that  NBC  ly  showing  children  using  profanity.  A 
aired  12.18  sex,  violence  and  profani-  recent  episode  of  ‘Knots  Landing’  had 
ty  incidents  per  hour,  while  CBS  show-  a  4-year-old  boy  calling  his  father  a 
ty  of  serving  on  the  Board  and  ask  for  ed  11.00  and  ABC  8.40.  The  31.58  per  ‘son-of-a-bit-^  because  the  father  turri* 
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How  should  Christians  respond  to  war  in  £he  Gulf? 


LONDON,  Engl^  (EP) —  War  in  will  be  resentment  against  shifting  (rf  alliances  in  the  Arab  world 
tte  Persian  Gulf  has  created  some  humiliating  Iraq  too  badly,”  said  from  time  to  time.”  Although  such 
strange  emmc  and  religious  alliances  Dudley  Woodbcrry,  professor  of  rifts  between  Moslem  “brothers”  are 
in  theMiddle  East  where  battle  lin«  Islamic  Studies  at  Puller  Theological  at  times  resolv^,  “Arabs  have  long 
rave  divided  Mwlems  who  have  tradi-  Seminary  in  California.  If  Iraq  is  memories,”  he  added, 
tionally  considered  themselves  deyastat^  by  the  war  “it  will  also  af-  l^ere’s  nothing  to  bring  Moslems 
bro^rs.  But  the  U.S.  should  not  ex-  feet  the  balance  of  power  among  the  together,  however,  like  a  common/ 
pect  the  current  aUiance  with  Saudi,  countries  that  are  there”  enemy:  Israel.  “There’s  what  we  caH 

Iranian,  and  Syrian  Arab  Moslems  The  relationship  between  Moslem,  a  ‘tribalism’  in  the  Arab  world  —  who 
and  others  to  nece^rily  mran  the  Christian,  and  Jew  in  the  region  has  the  enemy  is  ^termines  the  alliance, 
friendship  will  continue  long  into  the  been  tumultuous  in  the  past,  and  the  If  there’s  a  common  enemy  you  will 
futur^  particularly  if  the  damage  to  future  is  uncertain.  “A  lot  depiends  on  have  brother  or  sister  countries 
Iraq  IS  too  massive,  warns  one  Chris-  how  much  human  loss  there  is  and  uniting  even  though  they  may  have 
tian  exf^rt  on  Islam.  And  if  the  how  badly  we  humiliate  Iraq,”  fought  in  the  past.” 
damage  is  massive,  Christians  in  the  Woodberry  said.  “If  the  carnage  is  too 
region,  particularly  Americans,  bad  there  will  be  a  backlash  against 
should  prepare  for  a  backlash  of  anti-  Christians.” 

American  sentiment.  Alliances  have  shifted  in  the  past, 

‘Even  among  our  Arab  allies  there  Woollberry  explained.  “You  have  a  \ 
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Carey  cuts  deficit 


President  Jinti  Edwards  has  an-  administrati  n,  with  full  concurrence 
nounced  that  William  Carey  College  by  our  new  independent  auditor,  Ar- 
reduced  its  accumulated  current  fund  thur  Andersen,  that  approximately 
deficit  from  $l,9(b,000  to  approximate-  $1,266,000  of  the  college’s  long-term 
ly  $357,000  as  of  June  30,  1990.  Ed-  debt  be  transferred  from  the  current 
wards  indicated  there  were  two  ma-  fund  to  the  plant  fund,  thus  reducing 
jor  factors  involved  in  the  deficit  the  accumulated  current  fund  deficit 
reduction.  by  that  amount.  This  debt  re- 

‘Eiret,  we  operated  in  the  black  and  occurred  follow^  a  r^ 

achieved  a  current  fund  surplus  of  det^^  datmg  back  to 

over  $263,000  in  the  12  months  ending  regarding  short-t^lransi^- 
June  30,  1990.  These  positive  result!  pa^ente  on  long-term 

occurred  primarily  because  of  the  20  ™la^  P,  endow- 

percent  increase^in  student  enroll-  ment  fim^pf  the  college  Our  re^^ 
ment  and  tuition  revenues  for  that  f“>anml 

period  and  increased  giving  by  some 
our  alumni  and  othir  coratituents.  ^ 

Continued  improvements  in  both  of 
these  areas  are  the  real  keys  to  long-  *** 

term  financial  health  at  the  college  ”  ^57,000,  as  of  June  30, 1990,  a  certain- 
Edwards  stated.  ‘y  a  ctoUenge  but  inore 

manageable  for  the  future.  Our  goal 
“Second,  the  trustee  board  recent-  is  to  eliminate  it  by  the  1992-93  fiscal 
ly  approved  a  recommendation  the  year,”  Edwards  concluded. 
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Fellowship  recommends 
world  missions  center 


By  Stan  Hastey 

Against  a  backdrop  of  renewed  tur-  with  preparing  for  the  May  9-11  event  members  authori^  Vestal  to  con- 
moil  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  reported  the  program  will  include  tract  with  additional  staff  as  need^ 
tion,  an  interim  steering  conunittee  of  worship,  workstK^,  and  bisiness  ses-  to  promote  the  convocation, 
the  Fellowship  formed  last  summer  sions.  Committee  co-chair  John  H.  y^igo  approved  for  presentation  at 
will  recommend  a  formal  name  for  Hewett  of  Asheville,  N.C.,  announced  the  May  meeting  was  a  motion  by 
the  group  as  well  as  a  new  center  for  the  convocation  will  open  with  a  wor-  vValter  B.  Shurden  of  Macon,  Ga.  that 
wOTld  missions.  ship  ^ryice  on '^ursday  wemng,  a  search  committee  be  formed  to  seek 

During  a  mid-January  meeting  May  9,  with  workshops  set  at  10  loca-  executive  director 
held  at  the  time  Southern  ^ptist  Sun-  tions  the  following  morning.  Business  . 

day  School  Board  President  Lloyd  sessions  will  be  held  on  both  Friday  "  d  i?-  ?J?°y 

Elder  was  being  forced  to  accept  ear-  afternoon.  May  10,  and  Saturday  mor-  presi^nt  of  Baptist  CooperaUve  Mis- 
ly  retirement  as  an  alternative  to  ning.  May  11.  Other  worship  services  Prograni  Inc-.  reeled  th^  dur- 

outri^t  dismissal,  the  temporary  will  be  held  on  Friday  evening  and  **'*w*^«^ 

panel  agreed  on  the  name, ‘“I^  Bap-  Saturday  morning.  operations  Oct(»)«jpecember  1990 

tist  Fellowship,”  to  be  recommended  Four  suteommittees  —  program,  ,  u  " 

to  a  convocation  May  9-11  in  Atlanta,  registration,  networking,  and  local  ar-  fro™  31  churches  and  nrarly  100  m- 
Other  possible  names  considered  rangements  —  are  at  work.  ^ Cothen  add^  that  duri^ 

were  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship,  In  a  series  of  actions  relating  to  ‘>rot  two  weera  of  1991,  nine  addi- 

tist  and  Catholic  families  were  fore-  Baptist  Mission  Fellowship,  Baptist  sent  and  future  staffing  needs,  the  in-  churaes  b^n  soid^trana- 

ed  out  of  their  houses  before  attacks  Cooperative  Missions  Fellowship,  terim  steering  committee  voted  to  “on^portion  of  their  mission  gifts  to 


Pro-Saddam  mobs 
threaten ,  burn  homes 


Bills  before  the  legislature 


The  legislature  is  moving  rapidly  to  quors  in  the  state.  This  bill  would  ty  bills  introduced  which  address 
address  well  over  2700  bills  and  resolu-  radically  expand  the  rights  given  to  some  aspect  of  environmental  pollu¬ 
tions.  Many  of  the^  bills  and  resolu-  alcohol  sellers  and  would  allow  the  tion,  standards,  and/or  required  por¬ 
tions  are  an  affront  to  good  govern-  manufacture  of  liquor  in  the  state.  missions.  Specifics  about  these  bills 
ment,  common  sense,  and  morality.  HB  1365  and  SB  2475  would  are  available  from  the  Christian  Ac- 
The  blatant  attempt  to  force  a  radical  authorize  beer  sales  with  legal  gambl-  tion  Commission, 
change  in  the  nature  of  the  state  can  ing.  Just  what  we  need ;  angry  losers  HCR  6  and  HCR  41  would  amend  the 
be  seen  in  the  context  of  bills  address-  getting  drunk  while  gambling,  constitution  to  authorize  a  state  lot- 
ed  under  headings  such  as  alcohol  and  Another  example  of  “good”  govern-  tery.  This  is  another  attempt  to  make 
gambling.  Other  bills  which  would  ment  at  work.  what  has  been  illegal  and  criminal  for 

■  HB  85  would  provide  criminal  100  years  legal  so  special  interests 

from  out  of  state  can  profit  from  the 
misfortune  of  citizens  of  the  state. 

HB  519  would  authorize  pari-mutuel 
and  off-track  betting. 

HB  1206  would  require  that  local 
fees  received  from  gambling  shall  go 
to  schools. 

HB  1,  HCR  25,  HCR  26  would  reduce 
the  size  of  the  state  legislature  in  an 
attempt  to  reduce  state  expenditures. 

HB  164  would  prohibit  smoking  at 
public  high  schools. 

SB  2535  would  prohibit  ^e  display 
of  obscene  material. 

Your  attention  is  needed  im¬ 
mediately.  Your  representative  and 
senator  need  to  hear  from  you  today. 
Your  card,  letter,  and/or  call  could  be 
child  determined.’The  law  would  HB  245  would  provide  that  any  pupil  the  key  to  restoring  the  historic 

Erohibit  the  abortion  of  a  viable  un-  has  the  option  of  reciting  the  pledge  ethical  framework  of  the  state.  Your 
orn  child  unless  necessary  to  of  allegiance  to  the  U.S.  flag  each  Christian  Action  Commission  stands 
preserve  the  life  or  health  of  the  school  day.  It  would  also  provide  that  ready  to  assist  the  membership  of  the 
woman.  no  student  shall  be  disciplined  or  2,000  churches  of  the  Mississippi  Bap- 

Iffi  351  would  legalize  the  manufac-  penalized  for  not  reciting  such  a  tist  Convention  and  can  be  contact^ 
ture,  sale,  distribution,  possession,  pledge.  at  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205, 

and  transportation  of  intoxicating  li-  There  have  been  approximately  sue-  968-3800. 


restrict  abortion  on  demand,  control 
drugs,  protect  the  environment,  and  penalities  for  failure  to  report 
improve  obscenity  laws  are  prone  to  neglected  or  abused  children.  This 
be  lost  in  the  race  to  “accomplish  could  put  teeth  into  the  Mandated 
something  to  tell  the  people  back  Reporting  Act. 
home.”  HCR  35, 37, 38, 50, 52, 78,  HB  530,  and 

Committees  are  meeting  and  deci-  SCR  534  address  the  question  of  in- 
sions  are  being  made  on  legislation  itiative  and  referendum  which  is  be- 
which  would  greaUy  impact  the  lives  ing  sought  to  get  around  the  constitu- 
of  most  citizens.  Now  is  the  time  to  in-  tional  prohibition  against  lottery, 
form  your  legislator  of  your  opinions  HB  84  would  not  allow  for  a 
on  many  of  the  matters  listed  below,  suspended  sentence  or  parole  for  a 


Francis  Fahim  Habashy 

Arab  pastor  visits  Clinton 

By  Guy  Henderson 

Francis  Fahim  Habashy,  native  of  tions.  He  is  not  permitted  to  witness 
Cairo,  Egypt,  and  now  pastor  of  the  to  local  Moslems. 

Evangelical  Church  in  Abu  Dhabi,  The  Arab  pastor  described  the 
United  Arab  Emirates,  recently  U.A.E  as  having  many  foreign 
visited  in  Clinton.  He  is  attending  a  workers,  and  a  fairly  good  standard  of 
witness  training  class,  EvangeHcal  living  with  plenty  of  food.  Most 


Jesus  Only 


McKee 


By  J.  Garland  McKee 
Mark  9:2-9;  14-29 

One  of  the  most  dramatic  events  in  the  earthly  ministry  of  Jesus  was  Uie 
transfiguration  experience.  Jesus’  person  and  figure  was  seen  in  such  fashion 
that  we  do  not  find  any  semblance  or  likeness  to  it  at  any  other  time  while 
,  here  on  earth. 

There  on  the  mount  of  transiguration  Jesus  was  pray- 
j  ing  while  Peter,  James,  and  John  slept.  As  a  result  of  the 
incomparable  brightness  of  the  person  of  Jesus,  the 
disciples  awakened,  lb  their  amazement,  they  witnessed 
Moses  and  Elijah  talking  with  Jesus.  This  was  Moses’  first 
time  to  step  foot  in  the  Promised  Land. 

Peter  be^n  to  talk  as  was  usual  procedure  for  him  in 
most  any  circumstance.  Through  sleep-blurred  eyes,  he  saw 
and  recognized  the  two  figures  with  Jesus  to  be  Moses  and 
Elijah.  In  the  clutches  of  fear  and  excitement  he  blurted 
out,  “Master,  it  is  good  for  you  to  be  here;  and  let  us  make 
thrra  tabernacles ;  one  for  thee,  and  one  for  Moses,  and  one 
fw  Elijah.”  Hien  a  cloud  overshadow^  them  and  the  voice  of  God  spoke,  "This 
is  my  beloved  Son;  hear  him.  And  suddenly,  when  they  had  looked  round  about, 
they  saw  no  man  any  more,  save  Jesus  only  with  themselves.” 

JESUS  ONLY  nee^  to  be  the  watchword  for  our  day  and  age.  Jesus  only 
needs  to  be  the  banner  under  which  we  march.  Mississippi  and  our  world  are 
filled  with  discontent,  discouragement,  and  decadence  Our  society  continuaUy 
seeks  to  dig  out  from  under  dungeons  of  discontent,  discourgement,  and 
cesspools  of  decadence  by  building  tabernacles  and  monuments^We  become 
obsessed  to  have  days  to  honor  men  but  nonchalantly  note  the  continual  prac¬ 
tice  of  men  dishonoring  Jesus  on  his  Sunday. 

We  now  hear  a  voice  from  the  Middle  Elast  saying  to  his  consistency  that 
they  are  engaged  in  a  “Holy  War.”  Few  things  are  as  unholy  as  war.  How  tragic 
that  our  world  hears  so  many  religious  sounding  terms  that  contain  no  Chds- 
tian  substance  A  Christian  experience  may  be  religious,  but  a  religious  ex¬ 
perience  is^ldom  Christian. 

Let  us  not  build  tabernacles  on  the  mountain  but  rather  have  mountain-top 
experiences  wtwre  we  see  and  hear  Jesus  only  and  then  go  to  the  vaUey  where 
the  harrowed,  harassed,  and  hurting  are  to  be  found. 

May  we  as  Mississippi  Baptists  band  together  in  one  accord  to  accomplish 
our  Christian  purpose:  “Helping  to  Win  Mississippi  and  the  World  to  Jesus.” 

McKee  it  director  of  evangelism,  MBCB. 

Bulgarians  begin  Christian  medical  group 

VARNA,  BULGARIA  (ebpa)  —  BULGARIAN  BAPTISTS  have  taken  the  in¬ 
itiative  in  establishing  the  first  Christian  organization  in  their  country  for 
people  working  in  the  field  of  medicine.  The  constitutional  meeting  was  held 
in  the  town  of  Kazanlak  in  the  first  week  of  December,  1990.  The  new  organiza¬ 
tion  has  two  purposes:  to  spread  the  Good  News  among  medical  workers,  and 
to  use  their  profession  to  help,  “with  Christian  responsibility,  the  suffering 
Bulgarian  nation." 


Encouraging  ministers, 
wives,  aim  of 
Spring  Bible 
Break-Away 

NASHVILLE  —  “Encouragement 
for  Ministry/Enrichment  for  Living,” 
is  both  the  theme  and  purpose  of  the 
1991  Spring  Bible  Break-Away,  April 
15-18,  at  Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Baptist’ 
Conference  Center. 

Sponsored  by  the  Sunday  School 
Board’s  Church  Administration 
Department,  the  conference  is  open  to 
all  Southern  Baptist  ministers  and 
their  spouses.  Worship  leaders  will  be 
Frank  Pollard,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Jackson ;  and  Bob  Mulloy,  director  of 
the  music  business  program  at  Bel¬ 
mont  College  in  Nashville. 

Bible  study  leaders  for  the  con¬ 
ference  and  their  topics  are:  James 
Harvey,  consultant  in  the  board’s  Siih- 
day  School  Growth  and  Administra¬ 
tion  Department,  “Isaiah:  January 
Bible  Study”;  Brooks  Faulkner,  senior 
manager  in  the  Church  Administra¬ 
tion  Department,  “Sermon  on  the 
Mount;  Enrichment  for  the  Journey”; 
and  D.G.  McCoury,  pastoral  leader¬ 
ship  consultant  in  the  Church  Ad¬ 
ministration  DepartmenL  “Preaching 
from  Philippians;  Epistle  of  En¬ 
couragement.” 

Enrichment  leaders  include 
McCoury  and  his  wife,  Berlee;  Bruce 
Grubbs,  manager  of  the  pastoral 
leadership/administration  section  of 
the  Church  Administration  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  his  wife,  Jewell;  and  Tim 
Holcomb,  a  consultant  in  the 
department. 

The  cost  of  the  conference  is  $245 
per  couple.  The  cost  includes  three 
nights,  lodging  and  eight  meals. 

For  more  information  contact  Tim 
Holcomb  in  the  Church  Administra¬ 
tion  Department,  (615)  251-2915. 


The  teacher  asked  the  third  graders 
if  they  knew  the  last  line  of  Star 
Spalled  Banner. 

Willie  raised  his  hand. 

He  said;  “And  the  home  of  the 
brave.  Play  ball.” 


Explosion,  at  the  Morrison  Heights 
Church. 

Habashy,  married  and  the  father  of 
four  children,  has  pastured  the  Abu 
Dhabi  church  for  over  a  year.  He  said 
the  primary  service  is  on  Friday,  and 
more  than  100  attend.  Most  of  the 
believers  are  from  other  countries.  He 
described  their  service  as  being 
similar  to  American  churches,  with 
singing,  a  gospel  message,  and  prayer. 

Bible  school  is  provided  for  75 
children  on  Thursday  afternoon  and 
there  is  a  Sunday  evening  Bible  study. 
They  share  a  building  with  English, 
Korean,  and  Philippine  congrega- 


families  own  cars. 

In  America,  Habashy  said  he  was 
impressed  most  by  the  freedom. 
“Your  freedom  to  worship  is  wonder¬ 
ful,  and  you  have  so  many  churches. 
Also,  the  fellowship  is  so  good.” 

He  expressed  amazement  at  the 
spread  of  Islam  in  the  U.S.A.  “You 
should  not  permit  mosques  to  be  built 
here  if  they  will  not  permit  churches 
to  be  built  in  Arab  nations.” 

Habashy  also  said  the  divorce  rate 
and  family  disunity  in  America  was 
disappointing. 

He  plans  to  renlain  in  Mississippi 
for  several  days  before  returning  to 
his  church. 


% 

Hinds-Madison  admonishes 
churches  on  baptism 


The  moderator  of  the  Hinds- 
Madison  Baptist  Association  has  sent 
a  letter  to  “admonish  all  member 
churches’’  concerning  practices 
related  to  baptism. 

Gowan  Ellis,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Tferry,  wrote  that  he  was  instructed 
by  the  association’s  Executive  Eloard 
to  send  the  letter.  This  came  out  of  an 
informal  investigation  following 
allegations  that  two  member  chur¬ 
ches  accepted  for  membership  per¬ 
sons  who  had  not  been  immersed. 

The  letter  was  sent  “to  remind” 
churches  that  the  association's  con¬ 
stitution  adheres  to  the  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message,  quoting  it,  “(Christian 
baptism  is  the  immersion  of  a 
believer  in  water  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit. 
It  is  an  act  of  obedience  symbolizing 
the  believer’s  faith  in  a  crucified, 
buried,  and  risen  Savior,  the  believer’s 
death  to  sin,  the  burial  of  the  old  life, 
and  the  resurrection  to  walk  in 
newness  of  life  in  (Hirist  Jesus.  It  is  a 
testimony  of  his.  faith  in  the  final 
resurrection  of  the  dead.  Beii^  a 
church  ordinance,  it  is  a  prerequisite 
to  the  privilege  of  church  membership 
and  the  Lord’s  Supper.” 

Ellis  wro^  “People  who  are  unwill¬ 
ing  to  be  immers^  are  reaUy  not 
Baptist  and  do  not  need  to  be 
members  of  a  Baptist  Church.  There 


are  other  ways  of  fellowshipping  with 
non-Baptists  such  as  associate 
membership  where  they  are  part  of 
the  fellowship  but  have  no  voting 
rights  nor  can  letters  be  issued  to  a 
sister  Baptist  Church  in  their  behalf.” 

The  letter  concludes,  . .  we  ad¬ 
monish  all  member  churches  to  seek, 
as  soon  as  possible,  to  discontinue  this 
practice  and  give  our  Lord  the  obe¬ 
dience  which  He  deserves.” 

Director  of  Missions,  J.  W.  Blister 
said  the  letter’s  intent  was  to  “tell 
them  in  love  this  thing  ought  not  to  be 
and  let  them  judge  accordingly.”  He 
said  no  further  action  was  planned. 


CLASSIFIED 


C.r.!,  .V  :■ 

-iq  In- 

COflr- 

No  blind  ids 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(691)  693-4451. 


FOR  SALE :  Nineteen  15 ‘9*  pad¬ 
ded  PEWS  —  $2,000.  Call  (691) 
534-2108;  (601)  968-2141. 
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Christians  fear  war  will 
mar  Mideast  ministry 


By  Mike  Creswell 


LARNACA,  Cyprus  (BP)  —  Even 
l>efore  the  bombs  have  stopped 
bursting  or  missiles  finished  flying  in 
the  Gulf  war,  Christian  workers  in  the 
Middle  East  are  concerned  about 
future  prospects  for  ministry  in  the 
region. 

The  Middle  East  has  long  been  one 
of  the  most  difficult  places  for  Chris¬ 
tian  outreach  in  the  world,  and 
workers  fear  the  new  hostilities  may 
make  work  even  harder. 

Many  Muslims,  including  the 
Palestinians  living  in  the  Israeli- 
occupied  West  Bank  and  Gaza,  have 
pinned  their  hopes  for  a  bo^t  in 
prestige  and  living  standards  on  Sad¬ 
dam  Hussein  of  Iraq.  The  fact  that  na¬ 
tions  such  as  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  have  led  an  offensive 
against  Saddam  after  his  invasion  of 
Kuwait  has  aroused  bitter  resentment 
in  the  minds  of  many. 

Issues  are  seldom  simple  in  the 
region,  but  conflicts  include  West  vs. 
East,  Christians  vs.  Muslims,  rich  vs. 
poor  and  haves  vs.  have-nots.  Many 
Christian  workers,  even  as  they  anx¬ 
iously  eye  the  conflict,  wonder  what 
the  future  holds  in  a  Middle  East  that 
seems  to  be  reshaping  itself  before 
them. 

Ibnsions  between  Christians  and 
Muslims  are  much  higher,  said  one 
worker  in  the  region. 

“Predictions  are  that  this  could  hurt 
Christian-Muslim  relationships  for  100 
years,”  he  said.  “A  realignment  of 
Arab  nations  will  create  a  quagmire 
of  relations  we  (Americans)  don’t 
understand.  Americans  think  of  it  as 
a  police  action,  but  more  is  involved.” 

Some  say  the  hanTfeelings  many 
Muslims  already  harbor  toward 
CTiristians  are  getting  mixed  up  with 


a  hatred  of  America,  like  their 
loathing  of  Israel. 

Describing  the  general  Muslim 
view  held  by  many,  an  Arab  (Christian 
said,  “Missionaries  come  from 
America  and  Americans  are  thought 
to  be  those  who  started  the  war.  It’s 
not  important  who  started  the  action 
last  August  —  the  bombardment  was 
started  by  the  Americans.  People  are 
upset  because  of  the  bloodshed,  the 
torn  loyalties.” 

Some  positive  signs  have  emerged 
during  the  conflict.  Government 
leaders  in  Yemen  promised  to  protect 
Southern  Baptist  personnel  at  a 
hospital  in  Jibla,  telling  them  they  are 
still  wanted  and  need^.  The  govern¬ 
ment  even  sent  extra  troops  to  guard 
the  hospital. 

However,  many  indications  point  to 
worsening  Musliin-Christian  r^tkxis. 

A  Southern  Baptist  worker  who 
evacuated  with  her  family  said  Arab 
Christians  she  knows  “are  concerned 
for  the  future,  but  aren’t  afraid.”  But 
one  Arab  believer  said,  “If  they  start 
killing  you  because  you’re  American, 
they’ll  kill  us  too,  because  we’re 
associated  with  you.”  She  also  wept. 

Dale  Thome,  who  directs  Southern 
Baptist  work  in  the  Middle  East, 
agreed  with  many  indicators  of 
worsening  conditions,  but  said  God’s 
clear  instruction  to  share  the  gospel 
takes  precedence.  “We  feel  that  Jesus 
is  the  hope  fw  us  and  for  all  people,” 
he  said,  quoting  Ck>lossians. 

“Pray  with  us  that  the  loving  and 
caring  personal  relati(xiship6  we  have 
built  up  with  individual  Arab  Muslims 
through  the  years  can  be  strong 
enouf^  to  stand  amid  this  conflict. 

Creswell  writes  for  FMB. 


Baptist  workers  endure 
Iraqi  missile  “attack 

By  Mike  Creswell 


NOTE:  Mike  Creswell,  Baptist 
Press  correspondent  for  Europe  and 
the  Middle  East,  is  continuing  to  cover 
the  impact  of  the  gulf  war  from  a  base 
in  Cyprus. 

LARNACA,  Cyprus  (BP)  — 
Southern  Baptist  personnel  in  Israel 
wore  ^s  masks  and  sat  huddled  in 
sealed  rooms  as  missiles  from  Iraq 
screamed  through  the  air,  exploding 
close  enough  for  some  to  h^r  the 
blasts  and  feel  the  shock  vibrations 
during  early  morning  hours  Jan.  18. 

No  Southern  Baptist  workers  were 
injured  as  Iraqi  missiles  struck  Ibl 
Aviv  and  another  struck  in  Haifa  just 
after  2  a.m. 

David  Groseclose  of  Melbourne, 
Fla.,  who  lives  in  central  Haifa,  guess¬ 
ed  the  missile  that  hit  his  city  may 
have  impacted  six  miles  away,  close 
enough  ror  him  to  hear  the  explosion. 

Groseclose,  who  is  single,  said  it 
was  a  frightening  experience  “You’re 
awakened  from  sleep  by  sirens.  Your 
heart  starts  beating  quickly.  You’re 
nervous.  You  don’t  know  if  it’s  just  a 
drill.  You  can’t  be  sure,  so  you  turn  the 
light  on.  You  get  up  and  start  looking 
for  your  gas  mask.  You  turn  the  radio 
QB^  because  that  will  tell  you  if  itis  real 
or  not. 

‘*nien  you  hear  BOOM,  BOOM.  You 
know  it’s  real.  You  put  your  gas  mask 
on.  It^  uncomfortable  You  want  to  see 
what  the  booms  are,  but  you  don’t  go 
out. 


Dale  'Thome,  area  director  for 
Southern  Baptist  work  in  the  Middle 
Elast,  and  Bw  Fields,  associate  direc¬ 
tor,  were  up  most  of  the  night  callii^ 
personnel  in  Israel  to  ascertain  their 
safety.  There  was  some  question  for 
several  hours  about  the  status  of 
volunteer  Suzanne  Griffin,  who  had 
been  scheduled  to  leave  Tel  Aviv  on  a 
flight  just  minutes  after  the  missiles 


landed. 


The  Iraqi  attack  started  just  20 
minutes  before  Griffin,  of  Fayetteville, 
Ark.,  was  scheduled  to  leave  Ttel  Aviv 
on  a  2:30  a.m.  Ibwer  Air  jetliner  with 
an  unduclosed  number  of  passengers. 
'The  attack  did  not  disrupt  the  jet’s 
departure,  accwding  to  the  New  York- 
ba^  company. 

'The  flight  stoppc^  in  Brussels, 
Belgium,  where  Griffin  boarded  a 
Sabena  Airlines  jet  scheduled  to  ar¬ 
rive  first  in  Boston  at  1:30  p.m.  EIST 
Jan.  18  then  in  Atlanta  at  5  p.m. 
Sabena  officials  confirmed  Grvfin 
was  (HI  the  flight,  said  her  sister.  Tif¬ 
fany  Matherly  of  Fayetteville 

Griffin  had  completed  two  years  of 
work  in  Israel  as  a  Southern  Baptist 
volunteer. 

Communicating  with  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  workers  in  Israel  was  comi^cat^ 
bv  jammed  telephone  lines,  making 
ptKm  calls  into  the  country  difficult. 
Also,  telephones  of  some  workers 
were  not  in  their  sealed  safe  rooms, 
and  during  alerts  they  were  unable  to 
leave  their  rooms  to  answer  calls. 


TALKING  IT  OUT  —  On  the  island  nation  of  Cyprus, 
Southern  Baptist  workers  who  evacuated  from  their  posts  in 
the  Mideast  just  before  the  Gulf  war  started  discuss  what  might 
happen  next.  Others  have  gone  on  to  the  United  States  or  to 


temporary  quarters  in  Egypt.  “I  don’t  think  we’re  talking  about 
a  long-term  evacuation,”  said  an  optimistic  David  Smith,  who 
evacuated  from  Israel  with  his  wife  and  two  children.  Othq[^ 
aren’t  so  sure.  (BP  photo  by  Mike  Creswell) 


Foreign  missionaries 
face  threat  of  terrorism 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  “Face 
after  face  after  face”  flashed  through 
her  mind. 

When  she  learned  allied  missiles 
had  hit  Iraq  Jan.  17,  “All  I  ccHild  see 
was  faces,”  said  a  Southern  Baptist 
representative  now  in  Western 
Europe 

’The  faces  were  of  Arab  friends  she 
made  while  working  in  the  Middle 
Elast  for  more  than  a  decade.  “I  know 
so  many  pec^le  there,”  she  said  of  the 
region.  “I’m  praying  that  somehow 
out  of  this  (jod  w(>uld  work  some  kind 
of  miracle” 

The  woman  was  among  many 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
worldwide  who  prayed  for  miracles  as 
the  Gulf  war  began  Jan.  17.  And  as. 
war  broke  out,  foreign  missicxiaries  — 
including  those  living  outside  the  Mid¬ 
dle  Blast  —  realiz^  they  could  be 
potential  targets  of  terrorism  against 
Americans  abroad. 

Iraq  has  warned  a  U.S.  attack  would 
cause  that  nation  to  unleash  a  wave 
of  terrorism  against  American 
targets.  In  li^t  of  the  threat,  airmnls 
and  U.S.  military  bases  around  the 
world  have  stepped  up  security. 

’The  U.S.  State  Department  has 
issued  a  travel  advisory  warning  all 
Americans  abroad  to  “be  aware  of  the 
threat  of  terrorist  actions  against  U.S. 
citizens  or  pn^rty  in  other  locations 
worldwide.”  The  advisory  gives 
specific  warning  for  Europ^  north 
Africa,  the  Persian  Gulf  rc^cHi  and 
south  Asia. 

Southern  Baptist  (foreign  Mission 
B<»rd  officials  in  Richmond  have  sent 
the  advisory  to  mission  ad¬ 
ministrators  living  overseas,  ac<x>r- 
ding  to  board  ofHcials.  Those  ad¬ 
ministrators  decide  how  best  to  share 
the  information  with  missicHiaries  on 
the  Held,  offlcials  said. 

Keith  Parker,  the  board’s  area 
director  for  Europe,  issued  a  state¬ 
ment  Jan.  17  to  all  mission  chairmen 
in  Elurope  He  advised  missionaries  to 


By  Mary  E.  Speidel 

“be  alert  and  have  a  low  profile,”  to 
keep  in  touch  with  the  nearest 
American  consulate  and  to  be  aware 
of  anyone  who  may  be  acting 
suspiciously. 

Fforker  pointed  out  that  Americans 
in  Europe  have  lived  with  the  threat 
of  terrorism  for  years.  “This  is  not 
something  new,”  he  said,  naming 
several  terrorist  groups  that  have 
been  active  throughout  Europe. 

“You  can  go  to  almost  every  coun¬ 
try  or  every  part  of  Europe  and  find 
most  of  our  missionaries  have  learn¬ 
ed  over  the  years  how  to  avoid  the 
places  where  these  folks  (terrorist 
groups)  mi^t  be  focusing  their  atten¬ 
tion,”  he  said. 


Americans  abroad:  "Be 
aware  of  threat  of  terrorist 
actions  .  .  .” 


John  Fhulkner,  area  director  of 
eastern  and  southern  Africa  missions, 
reported  that  the  State  Department 
travel  advisory  has  been  sent  to  every 
missionary  in  his  area  along  with 
other  security  information.  “Please 
assure  parents,  families  and  relatives 
that  missionaries  are  being  careful,” 
Ifoulkner  told  officials  in  Richmond. 

In  addition,  officials  in  the  board’s 
volunteer  department  are  informing 
S<M]them  Baptist  volunteers  of  the 
travel  advisory.  Officials  planned  to 
meet  Jan.  18  to  discuss  further  details 
of  volunteer  travel.  Several  overseas 
trips  for  Foreign  Mission  Board  staff 
members  already  have  been  postpon¬ 
ed  because  of  the  advisory. 

Several  Southern  Baptist  represen¬ 
tatives  in  Europe  contacted  1^  Bap¬ 
tist  Press  said  they  were  heeding  the 
State  Department  advisory. 

“We’re  keeping  a  low  profile  as 


Americans,”  said  one  representative 
in  Western  Europe.  He  said  he  and  his 
family  are  avoiding  any  America- 
affiliated  institutions  anci  are  careful 
about  not  speaking  English  to  one 
another  while  outside  their  home. 

News  reports  said  the  European 
countries  at  greatest  risk  ^  potential 
terrorism  are  Germany,  ^ance,  and 
England.  Police  across  Europe  have 
tightened  security  at  airfiorts,  em¬ 
bassies  and  other  places  considered 
possible  targets  of  terrorism. 
American  schwls  were  closed  as  a 
precaution  in  some  European  cities. 

As  .tensions  began  to  mount  in 
various  parts  of  the  world  earlier  this 
year,  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  pi^ 
duced  a  new  crisis  manual  for  mis¬ 
sionaries,  according  to  John  Ch^me, 
ass<x:iate  director  of  research  and 
planning. 

’The  manual  suggests  precautions 
missionaries  can  take  in  a  variety  of 
crisis  situations,  includii^  potential 
terrorism.  It  inc(MT>orates  information 
from  a  1986  d<x:ument,  “Awareness 
Document  on  Field  Dangers,”  which 
suggests  ways  missionaries  can 
sa^uard  against  terrorism. 

’Tlw  new  manual  was  sent  recently 
to  area  administrators  living 
overseas.  Elach  administrator  will 
decide  how  to  best  share  the  inf<x7na- 
tion  with  individual  missionaries  in 
his  area,  Cheyne  said. 

Another  factor  is  potential  mission 
property  loss.  Many  missionaries 
fon^  to  leave  Liberia  last  year  lost 
their  belongings  because  of  civil  war. 
’The  loss  may  increase  the  Forei^ 
Mission  Board’s  pers(Hial  property  in¬ 
surance  premiums,  said  Eton  Listrom, 
director  of  the  missionary  benefits 
department.  If  property  losses  o(xur 
in  Middle  Blast  be<»use  of  war  or  ter¬ 
rorism,  they  will  add  to  the  growing 
expense  of  supporting  missionaries. 

Speidel  writes  for  FMB  and  Donald 
D.  Martin,  also  writes  for  FMB,  con- 
tribnted  to  this  story. 
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Tupelo’s  Buchanans  provide  books  to  the  world 


By  Shannon  T.  Simpson 


don,  there  was  a  box  of  books  waiting  ed  up  here  not  too  long  after  that  with 
for  him.  He  somehow  procured  an  ex-  a  whole  van  full  of  books.” 
tra  room  in  his  dorm,  and  immediate-  Normally,  Book-Link  makes  about 
ly  turned  it  into  a  library  so  the  other  ten  shipments  a  month.  A  small  ship- 
students  could  come  and  borrow  from  ment  will  consist  of  30-40  books.  Elach 
him.  We’ve  sent  him  four  or  five  more  shipment  travels  fourth  class  by  sur- 
boxes  since  then.  This  man  is  face  mail,  taking  three  to  six  months 
ministering  to  every  Asian  he  can  get  to  reach  its  destination.  One  shipment 
to,  and  has  started  work  on  an  Asian  took  a  year  to  arrive, 
study  Bible.  The  blessings  just  multip-  Most  wrapping  materials  are 

ly.”  donated,  and  gifts  designated  for 

Another  amazing  story  is  that  of  the  Book-Link  are  often  made  through  its 
Buchanan’s  work  with  the  Interna-  parent  organization.  Books  For  The 
tional  Baptist  Lay  Academy  in  World  in  Yazoo  City,  another  brain- 
Budapest,  Hungary.  CoKlirector  for  child  of  Owen  Cooper.  Books  For  The 
the  IBLA  is  Mississippian  Errol  Sim-  World  (BFTW)  also  gives  Book-Link 
mons,  who  solicited  Book-Link’s  help  $10,000  a  year  for  operating  expenses, 
to  provide  60  Discipleship  Study  “That  really  gives  us  a  boost,”  says 
Bibles  to  begin  teaching  lay  preachers  Buchanan,  “but  it’s  not  much  com- 
there.  When  the  Buchanans  heard  of  pared  to  what  we  have  to  use  every 
Simmons’  need,  they  approached  a  month  to  mail  these  books.  But  if  peo- 
fellow  member  of  Calvary  Church,  pie  make  donations  designated  for 
Tupelo.  That  man  became  so  excited  Book-Link,  we  will  receive  that  money 
about  helping  the  IBLA  that  he  on  top  of  what  we  get  from  BFTW.” 
donated  all  60  of  the  needed  study  Though  the  Buchanans  plan  to 
Bibles.  Simmons  was  able  to  provide  maintain  the  Book-Link  ministry,  they 
each  student  his  own  Bible,  a  fact  that  hope  to  be  able  to  turn  it  over  to  some- 
brought  some  of  them  to  tears.  one  “real  competent”  sometime  next 
“Then,  you  get  these  letters  from  year.  Both  want  to  pursue  their  love 
people  like  Ken  Lawson,  pastor  of  of  missions  by  volunteering  for  pro- 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Rome,”  in-  jects  overseas.  They  believe  that 


the 

Fellowship  Men  presented 

Owen  Hal 

Buchanan  for  with 

Bo(A-Link 

There  have  been  a  left 
off  the  award  plaque,  of  Mrs.  Hal 
Buchanan,  Dot  to  anyone  who  knows 
has  been  a  vital 
of  the  operation  of  Book-Link  out 
of  the  Buchanan  home  it  began 

Book-Link  was  originally  conceiv- 
as  a  for  the  National 

Fellowship  Educators.  The 

Buchanans  travelled  to  Thailand  ^ 

1986,  then  attended  a  subsequent  ■  f  '  ' 

meeting  in  Atlanta  to  form  the  NFBE, 
modelled  after  the  fellowship  of  Bap- 

tist  educators  here  in  Mississippi.  ^  ^ 

Owen  Cooper,  former  president  of  J 

the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  sug-  m 

gested  the  idea  of  a  book  project  to  f  ; 

Buchanan  1985.  At  the  tim^ 

Buchanan  was  a  principal  in  Yazoo  Ci- 
Cooper  told  Buchanan  all  the 
countries  he  had  visited  that  could 
from  by 

pastors,  individuals. 

Poor  countries  all  over  the  world 
could  use  those  books  to  educate  their 

children,  adults,  and  pastoral  Dot  Buchanan  holds  up  copies  of  “Searchers”  series  Sunday  School  lessons  in 
students.  Cooper  said.  the  warehouse  of  the  Buchanan  home. 

So,  in  1986,  when  Buchanan  “final¬ 
ly  got  around  to  it,”  he  became  the  But,  they  found  they  enjoyed  contac-  most  needed  items  are  atlases,  Bible  _  .  .  _ 

first  president  of  the  NFBE.  While  in  ting  the  missionaries  wiUi  whom  they  dictionaries,  concordances,  Bible  lending  library  of  the  English  lives.  Now  that  we’ve  retir^,  it’s  the 

that  capacity,  he  heard  of  a  project  in  made  connections,  wrapping  books  handbooks,  study  Bibles,  and  language  in  Rome!”  only  time  we  haven’t  had  something 

Lexington,  Ky.  that  had  been  shipping  for  shipment,  and  sorting  through  commentaries.  “And  there  are  letters  like  the  ones  to  worry  about.” 

books  around  the  world  for  abwt  19  their  donations  to  match  books  with  “These  are  valuable  tools  for  we  get  from  Alma  Rohms  in  Nigeria,”  Simpson  is  staff  writer  and  proof- 

years,  the  International  B<x)k  Project.  nee<^  requests.  Buyii^  a  personal  ministers  in  training,”  says  Mrs.  says  Buchanan.  “She  teaches  a  lit-  reader,  BAPTIST  RECORD. 

It  was  started  by  a  woman  in  the  base-  computer  and  typewriter  for  Book-  Buchanan.  “It’s  also  important  that  tie  high  school/preparatory  school  for 

ment  of  her  home,  and  later  grew  in-  Link,  they  found  it  close  kin  to  setting  they  train  in  the  English  language,  ministers  there  'Those  people  love  her 

to  the  large  operation  the  Buchanans  up  a  small  business.  Some  of  them  will  write  and  tell  us  so  much,  they  made  h^  a  chief  I  She’s 

visited.  They  set  up  storage  space  in  what  their  children  are  learning  in  English,  really  another  Lottie  Moon;  she  gives 

It  was  then  they  decided  shipping  they  term  their  “warehouse,”  a  room  For  that,  these  reference  books  are  these  people  her  whole  life.  She  sends 

books  would  be  a  good  project  for  the  built  onto  an  office  at  one  end  of  their  truly  invaluable”  letters  that  make  us  feel  so  good.  That 

NFBE,  potentially  involving  home.  Books  line  the  walls  and  floors  ‘The  world  needs  our  books,”  says  keeps  us  going.” 

thousands  of  people.  of  this  warehouse.  In  boxes  and  on  Buchanan.  “We  all  have  more  llie  Buchanans  say  they  are  also  af- 

“The  fellowship  asked  if  I  wanted  to  shelves,  books  of  every  conceivable  than  we  need.  It  would  be  ideal  if  we  firmed  in  their  work  by  the  “wind- 
direct  it  until  they  could  find  someone  size,  shape,  and*  color,  on  every  im-  could  get  each  church  in  Mississippi  falls”  and  “pennies  from  heaven”  they  ^■^JmKk^k 

else,”  Buchanan  remembers.  “I  said  aginable  religious  topic  lie  waiting  to  to  appoint  a  representative  who  would  receive  at  regular  intervals.  Recent- 
yes.  and  I’m  still  here!”  be  needed  %  someone  overseas,  organize  book  drives.  Someone  who  ly,  a  South  Carolina  bookstore  closed, 

But,  after>  while,  Buchanan  con-  Almost  60  percent  of  the  books  will  would  say,  ‘Bring  your  books  to  and  Book-Link  received  a  large  part 


of  S.  Africa,  from  former  pastor 


Morgan  City  Church  hears 


into  the  larger  towns  seeking  work,  schools  of  England.  Jennifer,  a  senior 
They  do  any  kind  of  odd  jobs  for  a  .  in  high  school,  rides  the  city  bus  to 
small  wage  or  for  food.  As  the  mis-  school.  The  younger  children  walk  the 
sionaries  help  to  meet  the  physical  1-1/2  blocks  from  their  home  to  their 
needs,  they  also  seek  to  minister  to  school, 
spiritual  needs. 

At  the  evening  service  in  Morgan  vided 

City,  Simmons  showed  slides  of  his  it  is  _ 

work  and  the  countryside  of  South  flowerl^,  anTuw  yattl  is  enclo^ 
^”ca.  by  a  high  fence  with  a  wrought  iron 

What  contrasts  there  are:  the  Sate. 

,  AlU-ough  the  nghung  b..^n 
watoialls,  and  wilderness  of  the  coun-  m  South  Africa  is  consta^y  g^ 

tryside  around  the  modem  city  of  11!* 

Johannesburg!  in  no  ^nger. 'They  are  25  to  30  miles 

...  from  the  mam  trouble  spots. 

The  Simmons  children  attend  the  , 

public  schools  of  Johannesburg.  The  Mrs.  Kimbrough  it  a  member  of  the 
schools  are  excellent,  based  on  the  Morgan  City  Church. 


At  Morgan  City  Church,  Morgan  Ci-  of  God’s  time” 
ty,  a  former  pastor  who  is  now  a  mis-  Because  of  13  years  of  a  civil  war 
sionary  in  South  Africa,  returned  to  in  Mozambique,  South  Africa  has 
preach  on  Dec.  16,  1990.  Glenn  Sim-  been  deluged  with  refugees  from  that 
mons,  his  wife  Sherrie,  and  their  four  country,  he  said.  'They  came  with 
children  are  on  furlou^  from  Johan-  nothing  but  the  clothes  on  their  backs 
nesburg,  where  he  is  professor  of  and  most  of  them  gather  in  crude, 
theology  at  Afrikaans  Baptist  unhealthy  refugee  camps  called 
Seminary.  squatters’  can^.  They  live  in  huts 

His  w^  at  the  seminary  is  carried  made  of  cardboard,  tin,  or  any 
on  entirely  in  Afrikaan,  the  language  available  material.  There  is  no  water, 
that  the  Simmonses  had  to  learn  no  sanitary  or  medical  facilities, 
before  going  to  South  Africa.  The  Simmonses  drive  five  or  six 

In  his  morning  message  Dec.  16  to  miles  to  these  camps  where  they  set 
the  Mor^n  City  Church,  Simmons  up  a  makeshift  clinic.  Mrs.  Simmons, 
preachedfrom Galatians 4:4, 5  —  ‘In  a  registered  nurse,  gives  first  aid  to 
the  fullness  of  time”  He  explained  the  many  who  need  it.  She  also  gives 
that  he  and  his  family,  feeling  God’s  immunization  shots,  provided  by  the 
call  to  missions,  answered  the  call  public  health  service  of  South  Amca. 
that  openki  up  to  them  “in  the  fullness  Each  day  these  desperate  people  go 


'Home”  is  an  attractive  house  pro- 
Mission  Board, 
by  trees  and 


Glenn  Simmons 
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Letters  to  the  editor 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Oldest  church  pianist? 


Ask,  seek,  and  knock  Thanks  from  Dolers 

’  ’  previous  two  years. 

Editor;  I>ear  Editor  and  Just  thought  that  I  would  share 

Mrs.  Regina  Gunter,  secretary-  Mississippi  Baptist  friends,  some  good  news  instead  of  gloom.  Let 

treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Scotti  and  I  u^d  like  to  say  thanks  us  pray  together,  witness  together. 
Nursing  Fellowship,  is  an  active  to  you  as  our  Mississippi  Baptist  fami-  serve  together,  and  give  together  as 
member  in  bur  church,  Southside  ly  fw  your  tremendous  amount  <rf  sup-  we  praise  God. 

Baptist.  She  has  made  six  trips  to  port  during  her  two-year  illness  and  William  F.  Evans,  pastor 

Guatemala.  This  last  trip  a  young  her  heart-double  lung  transplant  on  Northeast  Baptist  Mission . 

Guatemalan  was  brought  in  to  have  August  15, 1990.  The  many  prayers  and  Meridian 

heart  si^ery.  There  was  much  dif-  other  expressions  of  support  have 

ficulty  in  gaining  approval  and  ac-  •-  strengthened  us  as  we  have  tried  to 

cumi^ting  all  the  necessary  records  positively  deal  with  our  personal  ‘‘Jugt  Jjg  there” 
for  doctors.  devastation  and  paift.  We  have 

Hector  Hernandez  has  received  definitely  felt  the  love  and  care  of  Editor: 
much  attention  in  the  last  days.  Mississippi  Baptists.  I  want  to  applaud  your  editorial  “Ac- 

Evangelist  Danny  Lafferty  has  ca^  After  54  days  in  the  intensive  care  quainted  with  Grief”  in  the  Jan.  17 
for  Hector  and  made  many  contacts  unit  and  an  additional  23  days  in  a  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record.  If  only  the 
to  secure  help  for  him.  regular  hospital  room  Scotti  has  made  message  you  shared  could  be  read 

Doctors  Bobby  Heath,  Tom  Bd-  a  remarkable  recovery  from  the  and  taken  to  heart  by  every  Christian 
wards,  and  McMullin  had  made  com-  surgery.  Due  to  modem  medicine,  the  in  every  church!  Unfortunately,  there 
mitments  of  their  services  on  a  volun-  generosity  of  a  teenager’s  parents  are  so  many  hurting  people  who  have 
tary  basis.  whose  child  tragically  died  in  an  ac-  been  shown  very  little  compassion  by 

I  am  t^nkful  for  Danny  Lafferty’s  cident,  the  support  of  family  and  the  church.  I  have  seen  this  all  too 
persistence  and  tenacity  in  this  effort  friend^  and  to  tlie  life  giving  power  of  often.  The  widow  whom  you  quoted 
toextc^thelifeof  this  child  who  had  our  Lorf,  the  outlook  for  her  future  is  was  fortunate  indeed,  for  love  is 
no  hope  whatsoever  without  the  con-  excellent.  something  you  do ;  it  requires  action, 

cera  and  effort  of  many  people.  It  is  We  are  very  thankful  in  a  new  kind  Having  bron  through  some  terrible 
to  the  praise  of  our  Heavenly  Fbther  of  way  for  our  church,  our  family,  our  close  family  losses  and  several  long 
that  as  I  write  this  letter  that  Univer-  friends,  excellent  insurance  coverage  illnesses,  I  speak  from  experience  In 
sity  Hospital  has  allowed  this  surgery  through  the  Annuity  Board,  and  for  each  case,  I  have  never  once  said, 
to  be  carried  out.  Mrs.  Gunter  is  the  opportunity  to  know  the  real  “Why  me.  Lord?”  But  many  times  I 
assisting  in  the  surgery.  meaning  of  the  verse  which  says,  have  almost  been  to  the  point  of 

I  am  amazed  at  the  total  story  of  “This  is  the  day  that  the  Lord  hath  withdrawal  because  of  the  lack  of  ^- 
how  God  has  allowed  this  to  transpire  made,  we  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  dent  support  and  concern  by  Christian 
It  is  one  in  which  truly  the  om-  it.”  people  If  one  does  not  know  what  to 

nipotence  of  our  Heavenly  Father  is  Jon  Doler,  pastor  say,  he  can  always  do  something, 

unquestionably  recognized.  Most  are  FBC,  Leland  AftCT  the  first  two  weeks  or  so  of  grief, 

aware  of  how  much  red  tape  and  it  seems  one  is  supposed  to  return  to 

bureaucracy  exist  today.  It  does  seem  normalcy,  whatever  that  is.  Life  does 

to  be  an  invariable  jungle.  It  can  npws  nothing  is  ever  normal 

a  convenience  to  some  as  well  as  an  iicwo  again,  and  who  is  to  say  when  one 

insurmountable  inconvenience  to  Editor;  should  be  over  the  grief?  Actually,  one 

others.  In  these  days  of  bad  news,  let  me  never  gets  oyer  the  grief ;  he  learns  to 

This  story  is  a  validation  to  the  pro-  share  some  good  news  with  the  peo-  live  and  adjust  to  it. 
mises  of  the  Lord  Jesus  who  says;  pie  of  Mississippi.  As  ^  widow  stated,  “just  be  there.” 

ask,  seek,  and  knock;  believe  without  First,  as  pastor  of  Northeast  Bap-  Any  little  act  of  kindness  and  concern 
wavering,  and  say  unto  a  mountain  to  tist  Mission  in  Lauderdale  County,  let  (even  a  visit)  will  endear  one  to  a 
be  thou  removed  into  the  sea.  Praise  me  thank  the  Baptists  of  Mississippi  hurting  heart  and  help  that  one  to  go 
his  wonderful  name.  It  is  a  declara-  for  their  support  of  the  Cooperative  on  with  whatever  else  life  may  offer, 
tion  of  the  faithfulness  of  God.  I  also  Program  and  special  mission  gifts.  It  is  one  thing  to  say,  “I  am  praying 
see  the  way  that  God  can  work  Our  mission  would  not  have  been  for  you”  (and  that  is  vital),  but  it  is 
through  a  defeated  servant.  It  shows  possible  without  gifts  through  the  another  to  do  something  about  it. 
too  that  we,  in  seeking  ministries  to  Cooperative  Program,  state  mission  Sometimes  one  needs  a  shoulder  to 
help,  have  also  created  a  system  that  gifts,  and  dozens  of  friends  in  cry  cm  or  someone  who  will  just  listen, 
hinders  and  prevents  some  ministries  Mississippi.  One  church  rallied  when  a  young 

to  be  performed.  Second,  I  want  to  report  something  mother  died  suddenly  leaving  very 

The  stay  in  the  hospital  will  be  an  unusual  that  took  place  in  our  young  children  and  a  husband.  For 
expense  to  be  paid  by  Danny  Laffer-  association  during  the  Lottie-  Moon  weeks  afterwards  different  families 
ty  Evangelistic  Association.  Hopeful-  Christmas  Offering.  The  Kewane  Bap-  prepared  and  delivered  a  full  meal 
ly  there  are  Mississippians  wlw  are  tist  Church,  pastured  by  (Jordon  San-  every  day  until  a  housekeeper  was 
willing  to  contribute  to  the  paying  of  sing,  gave  over  $2,500  to  the  offering,  found.  One  Chrutian  lady  took  charge 
this  financial  debt."  As  has  been  said  On  this  Sunday  a  total  of  10  people  of  the  infant  cl^d  both  day  and  night, 
by  nurse  Gunter,  the  money  will  come,  were  in  attendance.  That  was  Christianity  in  action! 

I  think  that  it  would  be  a  blessing  to  The  Liberty  Baptist.  Church,  Thank  you  again  for  your  insight  in- 
many  who  will  miss  the  opportunity  pastured  by  Ed  Smith,  is  on  a  dirt  to  this  critical  problem.  May  God 
if  th^  don’t  know  about  it.  road  some  two  miles  from  the  nearest  show  his  people  how  to  minister  to  his 

In  his  service-seeking  a  close  daily  house.  The  Sunday  of  the  mission  of-  hurting  people  —  and  ministering  to 
walk  with  Jesu?.  fering,  42  people  attended.  The  offer-  non-(}hristians  can  show  them  the 

Tbm  Miller,  pastor  ing  was  over  $5,(X)0.  love  of  (Jhrist. 

Southside,  Lucedale  Northeast  Mission  gave  over  $900  Name  withheld  by  editor 


Her  husband,  Sam,  gave  her  two  was  built.  She  played  the  piano  for  all 
good  pieces  of  advice  before  he  died,  of  them.  Sam  sang  bass. 

Montye  Gillon  said.  And  she  has  Then,  along  with  Pastor  Gwin 
followed  them: ‘1.  Don’t  feel  sorry  for  Middleton  and  others,  the  Gillons 
yourself.  2.  Don’t  live  in  the  past.”  Her  help^  to  organize  the  Gore  Springs 
wide  interests  are  geared  to  tod^)i<not  Baptist  (Jhurch,  and  she  began  play- 
yesterday.  ing  piano  there.  In  neighboring  chur- 

“You’re  probably  the  oldest  church  ches,  she  sometimes  played  piano  or 
pianist  in  the  state,”  I  ventured.  organ  for  revivals.  (Before  rural  com- 
“I  don’t  FEEL  old,”  she  said.  After  munities  enjoyed  electricity,  the 
all,  she  won’t  be  90  until  Aug.  7.  organist,  she  remembers,  would  get 
Every  Sunday  she  plays  the  piano  f  • 

for  three  services  --  morning  and 
evening  at  Gore  Springs  Baptist 
Church,  where  she’s  a  member,  and 
early  morning  at  Gore 
Methodist.  (In  1984,  she  heard  the 
Methodist  church  ne^ed  a  pianist.  “I 
felt  that  the  Holy  Spirit  was  saying  to 
me,  ‘Why  don’t  you  volunteer  to  play 
for  them?’  So  I  did.”) 

Besides  her  music,  she  gardens, 

writes,  cooks,  keeps  up  with  family  '7^ 

activities,  attends  home  demonstra-  ^ 

tion  and  community  club  meetings,  M 

teaches  Sunday  School .... 

“My  good  healtti,”  she  said,  “I 


great-grandchildren;  and  some 
spouses.  She  celebrate  Christmas 
1990  in  Michigan  at  the  house  of  a 
granddaughter,  Peggy  (Mrs.  Bruce) 

Van  Wagoner.  Another  of  her  grand¬ 
daughters,  Martha  (Mrs.  JerreU)  Hut¬ 
son,  is  a  former  neighbor  of  ours  in 
Clinton. 

While  we  were  talking,  she  served 
a  delicious  lime  jello  salad.  When 
W.D.  and  I  were  leaving,  she  gave  us  warm  from  pumping  and  playing, 
a  canister  of  divinity  candy  she’d  Men  would  stand  by  the  kerosene 
made.  “One  dish  that’s  special  in  our  lamps  placed  on  the  oi^n  and  fan  the 
family,”  she  said,  “contains  only  four  organist. ) 

ingredients  —  one  cup  of  peach'  pie  Church  pianist  somewhere  since  the 

filling,  one  package  of  frozen  40s:  I  figure  that  is  around  50  years, 
strawb^ies,  two  bananas,  and  some  Besid^  her  music,  she  had  a  career 
black  grapes.  as  postmaster  for  23>4  years  at 

“I  love  people,”  she  declared.  “I  Graysport  and  Gore  Springs,  and 
don’t  know  how  I  could  live  without  retired  from  that  at  age  70.  “It  takes 
others.”  From  the  ’40s  until  1986,  she  as  much  loyaltyTb  be  a  postmaster  as 
wrote  a  column  about  (Jore  Spring  to  be  a  minister,”  she  said.  “It’s  a  corn- 
people  and  events,  for  a  Grenada  mitment.” 

newspaper.  At  her  church,  she  teaches  ^  A  Montye  Gillon  Endowment  Fund 
the  Dorcas  class  of  adult  women  in  has  thus  far  paid  for  four  children  to 
Sunday  School  and  is  the  Sunday  take  piano  lessoiu. 

School  secretary.  Montye’s  favorite  hymn?  “Leaning 

She  was  bom  Montye  Holland  at  on  the  Everlasting  Arms.”  “What  a 
Sabougla  in  Calhoun  (bounty.  Her  fellowship . . .”  she  mus^.  “This 
childhood  was  spent  in  east  Grenada  phrase  strikes  me.  Th^  is  nothing 
County  and  in  Grenada,  where  at  12  like  (Christian  fellowship!” 
she  was  baptized  at  First  Baptist 
(Jhurch.  Also  at  12  she  first  be^n 

playing  the  pump  organ.  (Her  oldest  TVfnntve’fi  Divinitv 
sister  taughtpiano for 40 years.)  She  ^ioniyc  8 

was  graduate  from  Grenada  High  3  c.  sugar;  l/a  cup  water;  1/2  cup  white  Karo; 
School;  while  enrolled  at  Bennett  pinch  <<  salt;  2 gg  whites;  1  ta.  vamlla;  1-1/2  c. 

Academy  (which  becanie  Wood  beaUt^  ^whites  in  large  mixing  bowl. 

Junior  (JoUege),  she  studied  piano.  combine st«ar.  water.  Karoi  and  salt  in  boU«.Stir 

At  one  time,  there  were  four  and  cook  to  sd<l  ban  stage  when  dropped  in  coM 
niinHor  limp  rhiirrhM  in  and  around  ho*  »y™P  "***  *•****>'  •**••**' 

q^imrter-Un™ecnunm«  maM^  egg  whites,  beating  consUnOy  Quickly  pUce  re 

Gore  Springs.  She  and  Samuel  Gillon,  {uetikng  syrup  over  heat  and  let  come  to  hard  boH. 
the  farmer  she  had  married,  would  go  pour  into  egg  whites,  beaiUng  conaUnUy  Add 
to  one  of  them  each  Sunday  —  (Jore  vaniiu  awl  mas.  1^  fromjpooo 
Springs  Methodist.  Pleasant  (Jrove, 

Providence,  or  Graysport,  which  was  be  added  an  at  one  time  extra  cooking  ha 
later  covert  by  water  when  a  dam  symp.  second  time,  assures  succesa." 


Montye  Gillon 


China,  Mongolia  want  more  teachers 


RICHMOND,  Va.  —  Educational  in-  Hampton  said.  CSI  relates  to  and  universities  in  China  from  July 
stitutions  in  China  and  Mongolia  are  numerous  colleges  and  universities  in  4-Aug.  19,  Hampton  said.  Those  in¬ 
asking  for  ^9  Southern  Baptist  C!hina  and  has  bron  building  contacts  terested  should  contact  Anita 
teachers  next  fall.  with  education  officials  in  Mongolia  Mahoney  at  (804)  353-0151,  Ext.  501. 

Cooperative  Services  Interna-  for  several  years.  Because  of  the  student  demonstra- 

tional,  the  Southern  Baptist  aid  CSI  has  requests  from  China  for  34  tion  in  China  in  1989,  the  number  of 
organization  that  sponsors  teachers  teachers  and  two  language  students,  pe^le  who  volunteered  for  teaching 
and  other  workers  in  nations  where  and  positions  are  open  for  two  elemen-  in  C!hina  decreased  last  year.  But  (51 
missionaries  do  not  work,  has  an  tary  sdtool  teachers  and  one  language  teachers  experienced  no  security  or 
“urgent  need”  for  one-  and  two-year  student  in  Mongolia.  safety  problems  in  1990  related  to  the 

teachers  in  diina  and  Mongolia  for  Those  interested  should  contact  demonstrations  or  their  aftermath, 
the  fill  term  beginning  Sept.  1,  said  Judy  Brummett  by  telephone  at  (804)  Hampton  stressed. 

James  Hampton,  CSI  assistant  vice  353-0151,  Ext.  356.  _ 

president.  (^I  also  has  “a  rather  large 

“We  prefer  the  two-year  option,  but  number”  of  rrauests  for  summer  Vision;  'That  which  is  ascribed  to 
some  have  gone  for  only  one  year  and  teachers  who  will  teach  English  as  a  people  who  have  guessed  correctly.  — 
have  been  received  by  the  schools,”  second  language  in  various  colleges  The  Silver  City  (NX).)  Chatham  News 


Thursday.  January  31,  1991 

African  missions 
lycr  retreat  pioneer  retires 

is  scheduled  at  Camp  Garaywa  after  39  years 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  SoutI 
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Just  for  the  Record 


■||||||■|■|■||■■|||||||  §■■■■■■■■  (^ount  It  All  Joy,  will  be  releas 

_  _ 

Karen  Hardy,  soloist  and  music  launched  ^thera  Baptist  work  in 
associate  at  Morrison  Heists  Oiurch,  Kenya  in  1956.  By  the  end  of  1990, 
Clinton,  will  lead  music  activities  for  when  the  Walterboro,  S.C.,  native 
the  retreat.  Pam  Keith,  youth  worker,  retired  as  vice  president  of  the 
writer,  and  conference  leader  from  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  work  in 
Corinth,  will  direct  a  period  of  medita-  Africa,  his  path  had  crisscrossed  the 
tion  for  each  session.  continent  for  nearly  40  years.  In  that 

^  Other  features  will  include  Bible  time  Southern  Baptist  work  in  Africa 

IHI  study  led  by  Frances  Raley,  mis-  has  grown  from  152  missionaries 
Ralev  Hardv  sionary  to  Thiwan;  prayer  testimony  working  in  three  countries  to  almost 

by  Freda  Trott,  retired  missionary  to  i,000  missionaries  in  33  countries,  with 
Baptist  Women  from  across  the  Brazil;  and  relaxation  exercises  led  work  planned  to  open  soon  in  three 
state  will  gather  at  Camp  Garaywa,  by  Pam  Smith,  water  aerobics  in-  more. 

Clinton,  Feb.  15-16,  for  an  overnight  structor,  Mississippi  College.  Saunders  and  his  wife,  the  former 

prayer  retreat.  Cost  for  the  overnight  retreat  is  $21  Mary  Hogg  of  Charleston,  S,C.,  where 
The  meeting  will  per  person.  Those  who  wish  to  attend  the  couple  now  lives,  first  journeyed 
begin  with  supper  the  sessions  but  not  stay  overnight  at  to  Africa  on  a  freighter  that  took  on 


Old  Oak  Grove  Church,  Myrtle,  Union  County  Association,  held  its  GA  recogni¬ 
tion  night  in  November.  The  theme  was  "My  Promise  to  God  on  New  Horizons.”  The 
leaders  are  Lisa  Jordan  and  Belinda  Roberson.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  first  row.  are 
Valerie  Pannell;  Ginger  Simmons,  level  4;  Amanda  Yager,  level  3;  and  Carol  Peters. 
Second  row,  Crystal  Kiddy,  ievel  6;  Amanda  Roberson,  level  6;  and  Cindy  Dawson, 
level  6.  Tommy  C.  Peters  is  pastor. 


First  Church,  Lucedale,  has  sur-  Fredonia  Church,  New  Albany,  gave 
passed  its  goal  of  $14,000  for  the  Lot-  $5,100  to  the  Lottie  Moon  Foreign  Mis- 
tie  Moon  CTiristmas  Offering  with  sion  Offering.  This  represents  the 
$15,371  given.  Mary  Frances  Hurt,  fourth  consecutive  year  of  record  giv- 
WMU  director,  and  Mamie  Hodges,  ing  to  the  foreign  mission  cause.  H. 
president.  Baptist  Women,  prepared  Gregg  Thomas  is  pastor, 
the  program  and  the  church.  Gyde 

Carraway,  music  director,  believes  Terry  Road  Church.  Jackson,  sur- 
this  to  be  a  signUicant  victory.  The  passed  its  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  goal 
church  is  presently  without  a  pastor.  $2,(XK)  with  an  offering  of  $2,027.  The 

Bible  was  read  through  26  times  with 
a  goal  of  25  and  a  goal  of  30  was  set 
for  1991. 

Prentiss  Church,  Prentiss,  plans  a 
Lay  Renewal  Weekend,  Feb.  8-10.  The 
weekend  will  be  led  by  laypersons 
from  across  the  state  Sidn^  Ellis, 
Greenville,  is  the  coordinator  and  Bill 
Mayfield  is  the  general  chairman. 


Annuity  r>oar<l  s  lixed  lund  earnings 
exceed  projected  rate  for  second  year 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  Earnings  of  the  fixed  fund,”  he  said. 

Southern  Baptist  Annuity  Board’s  fix-  Last  month  the  board  announced  an 
ed  fund  exceeded  the  projected  8.8  percent  projected  earnings  rate  for 
crediting  rate  for  a  second  strai^t  the  fixed  fund  in  1991. 
year  in  1990,  according  to  Senior  Vice  The  fixed  fund,  with  more  than  $1 
President  John  R.  Jones,  head  of  the 
investment  division. 

“Consequently,”  Jones  said,  “we  predictable  returns,  the  Annuity 
have  credited  earnings  at  an  effective 
annual  rate  of  9.1  percent  for  1990.” 

'The  projected  crediting  rate  for  1990  to  help  members  decide  how  to  planii^  for  mid-February, 
was  8.9  percent.  allocate  contributions  and  accumula  ~ 

“When  we  announce  a  rate  in  ad-  tions  among  retirement  plan  funds, 
vance,”  Jones  said,  “we  are 
estimating  what  we  will  be  able  to 
credit.  The  estimates  are  based  on  the 
earnings  being  generated  from  the  ex¬ 
isting  portfolio  of  investments.  But  we 
also  have  to  consider  what  we  will  be 

able  to  earn  on  assets  that  mature  The  Annuity  Board,  in  conjunction 
during  the  year.  We  reinvest  those  with  an  investment  advisor,  invests 
assets  and  members’ continuing  con-  members’  accumulations  in 
tributions  at  rates  prevailing  when  the  guaranteed  investment  contracts 
investment  is  mad^”  Jones  explained,  issued  by  major  insurance  com- 

“Because  we  are  non-profit,  when  panies,  bank  investment  contracts 
we  earn  over  and  above  the  projected  and  related  deposit  products  issued  by 
crediting  rate,  we  pass  on  t^  excess  commercial  tonks  and  high-quality 
to  members  who  have  balances  in  the  money  market  investments. 


SS  conferences  set 
for  leaders  of 
single  adults 


billion  is  assets,  has  primary  objec¬ 
tives  of  preservation  of  principal  and 


A  series  of  conferences  for  leaders 
Board  announces  a  fixed  fund  rate  of  college  and  single  adult  Sunday 
each  December  for  the  coming  year  School  classes  and  departments  is 

r. 

The  series,  spons(Hed  by'the  Sunday 
School  Department  of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  will  take 
place  in  four  Mississippi  cities:  Hat- 

_ _ _  tiesburg,  Jackson,  Starkville,  and 

nature  that  the  board  never  has  Tupelo. 

credited  less  than  the  projected  rate.  Leaders  for  the  meetings  wiU  be  for 

college  leaders:  Nell  Magee,  consul¬ 
tant  in  National  Student  Ministry, 

Baptist  Sunday  School  Board;  and  for  lTiT*et  (JllUrcll 
sii^e  adult  leaders;  Carolyn  Ulmer,  ^  i  o  • 

minister  to  adults  at  First  Church,  C<I*ystfll  SpriU 
Chnroe,  Texas.  .  ^  ^ 

Dates  and  places  for  these  con-  hOHOrS  PaStOl 

¥  1,  honored  Sui^y,  Jan.  6,  on 

niversary  as  i^tor  of  Fi 

6.4S"9.1d  p.in.y  C^rvstfll  Sorinffs 

^13:  Cal^(^urch,Sl^e.  filled 

will  be  pro-  worshipers  who  had  com 

-r.  1  celebrating  the  occasion 

c  !«q  Church,  Tupelo,  Hardee,  master  of  ceremi 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  While  qualification  for  the  Earned  liKome  6:45-9:15  p.m.  runted  the  recular  morn 

members  of  the  clergy  are  not  re-  (Credit  by  failing  to  count  their  non- 
quired  to  pay  federal  income  tax  on  taxable  housing  benehts  as  earned  in¬ 
housing  benefits  they  receive,  those  c<»ne,  an  agency  spokesman  said.  She 
benefits  are  considered  earned  in-  further  stated  that  the  IRS  has  m  in¬ 
come  in  determining  a  taxpayer’s  formation  that  ministers  delib^te- 
eligibility  for  an  Elarned  Income  ly  had  eligibility  for  the  credit,  which 
Cre^t.  is  deducted  from  taxes  owed  or 

The  Elarned  Income  Credit  is  credit  refun<]^  in  cases  in  which  no  taxes 
of  up  to  $953  allowed  taxpayers  with  are  oireil. 

one  or  more  children  whoM  earned  in-  When  all  U.S.  taxpayers  are  con- 
come  is  at  least  $1  but  less  than  sidered,  errors  in  calculating  the 
$20,264.  Earned  Income  Oedit  rank  in  the  top 

An  IRS  spokesman  said  a  number  fr^uently  niade  mistakes 

of  ministers  in  recent  years  have  often  m  the  top  five,  accor- 

mistakenly  applied  for  the  credit  “SL”  » 

because  uiy  taTw  U,  count  U*ir  non-  J®"."*, S’  Si'S  S 

taxable  housing  allowance  or  the  ren-  IKS  ho^  to 

tal  value  of  a  parsonage  as  earned  ^  t 

income.  regarding  the  Earned  Income 

Oedit  ^  requiring  taxpayers  to  com- 
In  determining  their  eli^bility  for  plete  a  form,  schedule  or  worksheet 
the  credit,  taxpayers  must  include  the  to  be  attached  to  their  tax  return.  Cur- 

total  of  their  taxable  and  non-taxable  rently  taxpayers  use  a  worksheet  pi^  _ 

earned  income  .  video  by  IRS  to  compute  the  cr^t,  associational  mkidntm  Eieadline  date 

The  IRS  has  no  specific  figures  on  but  keep  the  worksheet  with  their  to  have  resumes  in  is  March  IS,  1991. 
the  number  of  ministers  who  records  rather  than  including  it  as  Please  mail  to;  Monroe  Baptist 
mistakenly  have  calculated  their  part  of  their  tax  return.  Center,  P.  0.  Box  32,  Becker,  MS  38825. 


LOW  COST  AIR 
0  SOUTH  AMERICA 

Mission  Package  Sciolists 
Better  Brazil  •«  l-80()-767-JETS 


Joel  and  Mary  Haire 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  prica,  binding  and  styla  to  maat  avaty 
naad.  (Suality  workmanship  guarantsad. 
Writs  for  illuatratad  prica  foldar. 
"InternetionMlIy  known  spicialitts" 

NORRI§  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Sai  S06-C  —  Orsaaveod,  Hiss.  saSM 


Summer  Employment 
Ridgecrest 

Baptist  Conference  Center 

Positions  available  early  June 
through  Labor  Day: 

Kledia  Preschool 

Food  Service  Housekeeping 

Business  Office  Recreation 

Day  Camp  and  others 

Off-duty  program  for  spiri¬ 
tual  growth  and  development 
is  provided. 

Must  be  17  years  of  age  or  older 

For  further  information  and 
applications  contact: 
Personal  Services  Administrator 
P.O  Box  128 
Ridgecrest,  NC  28770 
(704)  669-8022 

Equal  Opportunity  Employers 


Magee 


Ulmer 


Young  Men’s  Rally 
speakers  announced 
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names  in  the  news 


Campus  Baptist  Young  Women  to 
have  houseparty  at  Clarke 

Baptist  Young  Women  from  college  campuses  throughout  the  state  will 
gather  at  Clarke  College  for  a  giant  houseparty.  Feb.  15-16. 

Registration  will  begin  at  5 : 30  p.m.  to  be  followed 
^  by  a  banquet  at  7.  featuring  the  music  group  from  the 
Clarke  BSU.  Other  features  of  the  overni^t  will  in- 
elude  home  missionary.  Dottie  Williamson;  Bible 
study  led  by  Sandra  Nash ;  special  interest  seminar ; 
V  and  a  talent  show.  Campus  Baptist  Young  Women 
m  presidents  will  preside  at  the  sessions. 

▼  Cost  for  the  overnight  is  $21  per  person.  Reserva¬ 
tions  must  be  made  by  Feb.  8.  R^istration  forms  may 
/  r  be  obtained  from  BSU  Directors  on  college  campuses 
J  m  or  from  the  state  WMU  office.  Participants  will  need 
Williamson  to  bring  linens  and  a  pillow. 


David  Ring,  evangelist,  will  preach 
at  Wildwood  Church.  Tupelo.  Feb.  18, 
at  7  p.m.  Don  Sparks  is  pastor. 


Carl  S.  Barnes  retired  from  Bovina  ^  nign  :^nwi  Baptist 

Church,  Vicksburg,  as  pastor.  He 
served  churches  in  Mississippi  and 

Louisiana*  Barnes  is  available  for  in-  Jerry  C  ower; 

terim,  supply,  revivals,  and  Bible  con- 
ferences.  He  may  be  contacted  at  109 

Maria  Drive,  Vicksburg,  MS  39180  or  '’^‘ssion  president,  will  be  the  pro¬ 
call  (601)  634-0934. 

Clower  will  be  the  featured  speaker 
Ronald  C.  McLain,  of  Richton,  at  the  banquet  Saturday, 
received  the  bachelor  of  theology  Smith  will  lead  conferences  and 
degree  (Magna  Cum  Laude)  from  Berky  will  perform  throughout  the 
Florida  Baptist  Theological  Cbll^e  in  weekend. 

Graceville.  The  rally  will  include  small  group 

Steven  M.  Russell,  guest  pianist,  coherences  on  topics  ranging  from 
will  perform  in  recital  on  Feb.  7,  at  to  wi^essing. 

8:15  p.m.  in  Aven  Auditorium  on  the  rally,  drawing  high  school  age 

Mississippi  College  campus.  Admis- 

Sion  is  f^  and  the  public  is  invited.  the  Brotherhood  Com- 

Russell,  a  native  of  Wesson,  receiv-  .  ...  . 

ed  his  bachelor  of  music  and  his  ^  made  through 

master  of  music  in  piano  perfor-  the  Brotherhood  Commission  in 
mance  at  Missi.ssinni  Cnileffe  He  is  MempniS. 


Annie  Armstrong  offering 
increased  8  percent  in  1990 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  National  gifts  to  of  the  $41  million  goal.  Although  the 
the  1990  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Of-  annual  goal  has  not  been  met  since 
fering  for  home  missions  totaled  1981,  the  1990  offering  came  closer  to 
$35.68  million,  an  increase  of  8.14  per-  its  goal  than  the  last  four  offe-ings. 
cent  over  the  previous  year. 

The  unaudited  final  report  shows  Nationwide,  34  siate  conventions 
the  offering’s  largest  percentage  in-  and  fellowships  increased  their  gifts 
crease  in  three  years  and  the  sixth  to  the  offering  in  1990  while  six  con- 
largest  increase  in  the  past  10  years,  ventions  and  fellowships  decreased 
However,  the  offering  still  fell  short  their  gifts. 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  Timothy  J  especially  our  people  out  (in  remote 

J.  Johnson,  a  faculty  member  at  pni]t*ollP.S  .snOTlSOr  areas)  unless  we  were  able  to  get 

Eastern  CoUege  in  St.  Davids,  Pa  ,  has  spuilSUl  police  escorts.” 

been  named  associate  professor  of  £i];*03  CFllSadc  Airports  throughout  Asia  have 

social  work  at  Southern  Seminary  in  tightened  security  and  American 

Louisville,  Ky.  Webster  County  churches  are  spon-  airliners  are  under  guard.  Western 

Johnson,  46,  is  the  first  African  soring  an  evangelistic  crusade  to  be  embassies  are  guarded  heavily 
American  to  be  appointed  to  a  full-  held  Feb.  3-7  at  Wood  Junior  College,  throughout  the  region.  U.S.  embassies 
time  faculty  position  at  Southern  Mathiston,  beginning  each  evening  at  in  many  Asian  countries  have  advis- 
Seminary.  He  ^gins  teaching  duties  7.  ed  Americans  to  maintain  a  low  pro¬ 
in  the  fall.  Ralph  Langley,  retired  pasto^  of  file  and  avoid  public  places,  par- 

Johnson  is  on  the  governing  boards  First  Church,  Huntsville,  Ala.,  will  be  ticularly  those  places  frequented  by 
of  the  North  American  Association  of  the  evangelist.  Graham  Smith,  three-  Americans.  However,  many  interna- 
Christians  in  Social  Work  and  the  tor.  Church  Music  Department,  tional  schools  in  the  region  —  closed 
Association  of  Concerned  Christians  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  when  allied  bombing  of  Iraq  and 
for  Emerging  Social  Services.  .  will  direct  the  music.  Kuwait  began  —  are  resuming 

classes. 

About  30  youths  marched  on  the 
U.S.  Embassy  in  Jakarta  in  what 
reportedly  was  the  first  anti- 
Ameiican  demonstration  in  Indonesia 
since  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  The 
country  has  the  world’s  largest 
'IXipelo  —  American  Family  tests  from  parents  in  several  com-  Muslim  population  with  about  80  per- 
Association  Law  Center  has  brought  munities  across  the  nation.  cent  of  its  180  million  people  profess- 

suit  in  federal  court  in  Sacramen^  The  suit  alleges  that  Impressions  ing  Islam. 

Clalif.,  against  a  school  district  over  its  endorses  and  sponsors  the  religion  of  Anti-war  protestors  in  Thiwan  tried 
use  of  the  Impressions  curriculum.  Wicca  or  Witchcraft.  Accordi^  to  the  to  burn  an  American  flag  in  front  of 
The  suit  was  filed  on  behalf  of  parents  suit.  Impressions  is  a  reading  cur-  the  unofficial  U.S.  embassy  in  Ihipei 
Douglas  and  Katherine  Brown  against  riculum  in  which  children  are  called  but  police  halted  the  demonstration, 
the  Woodland  Joint  Unified  l^hool  upon  to  role-play  as  witches  and  In  Istanbul,  Turkey,  bombs  damag- 
District.  The  Browns  have  a  child  in  wizards,  to  create  and  cast  “spells,”  ed  the  offices  of  a  U.S.  mission  group 
the  Wo^land  district.  sit  in  circles  and  chant  while  passing  and  a  shipping  company  with 

According  to  Donald  E.  Wildmon,  candles,  and  participate  in  other  oc-  American  ties  Jan.  23  after  a  NATO 
president  of  AFA,  Wicca  or  Witchcraft  cultic  rituals  and  practices.  The  suit  facility  was  bombed  the  day  before, 
is  an  officially  recognized  tax  exempt  alleges  that  use  of  Impressions  The  Anatolia  News  Agency  identified 
religion  in  the  United  States.  “The  violates  the  First  Amendment’s  the  mission  agency  as  the  American 
ACLU  has  taken  prayer  out  of  the  Elstablishment  of  Religion  Clause  and  Board,  a  group  that  reportedly  has 
schools  and  left  the  pagan  religions  in.  requests  an  injunction  against  further  run  schools  and  a  publishing  house  in 
If  we  are  going  to  have  separation  of  use  of  the  occultic  portions  of  the  1\irkey  since  the  19th  century, 
church  and  state,  then  we  should  in-  curriculum.  In  Brazil,  meanwhile,  the  Jan.  20 

elude  all  religions,  not  just  Christiani-  The  AFA  Law  Center  is  a  national  branbings  of  a  MMTnon  church  run  by 
ty,”  Wildmon  said.  non-profit  law  firm  specializing  in  American  missionaries  and  a  Jewish 

Benjamin  W.  Bull,  (Jeneral  (Counsel  constitutional  rights  of  Christians.  It.  synagogue  are  related  to  the  Gulf  war, 
for  the  Law  Center,  said;  “What  a  is  headquartered  in  Tupelo,  and  hasr  . officials  said.  The  previously 
prayer  is  to  a  Christian,  a  spell  or  over  350  volunteer  attorneys  across*  unknown  “Palestinian  Council” 
chanting  is  to  a  practicing  Wiccan  the  country.  San  Jose  attorney  Scott ;  clkimed  responsibility  for  the  church 
priest  or  witch.”  Bull  said  that  the  con-  L. 'Thomas  is  serving  as  local  counsel'  bombing,  according  to  the  Associated 
troversial  curriculum  has  drawn  pro-  for  the  Law  Center.  -  Press. 


Bus  Supply  Company  Is  your 
CHAMPION  DEALERSHIP 
offering  your  area  a  fine  selection  of  models 
from  13  to  29  passenger  mini  buses. 
Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East,  McComb,  MS  39648 
(601)  684-2900  1-800-748-8681 


ression 


PioneerLife 

SAVE  ON  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

*  Part  A  Deductible  Covered 

*  Option  Available  to  Cover  Part  B  Deductible 

*  Part  B  Considered  Based  on  Difference  Between 
Amount  Paid  by  Medicare  and  the  Actual  Charge 

*  No  Waiting  Period  for  Pre-Existing  Condi*  ons 
Preferred  Medicare  Supplement  Insurance  *f  rm  IMP-9279 

Exclusions  and  Limitations  Apply  Not  Connected  with  Medicare  or  any  Gov«mman<  Agency 


Underwritten  by  Pioneer  Lite  Ina-irance  Company  ot  IHirxxa  Hockf*.  d,  IMinioa  61101 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-924-4612 

For  More  Information  Mail  to: 

William  G.  Stevens  Insurance  Co. 

P.  O.  Box  13803;  Jackson,  MS  39236 

A  Licensed  Insurance  Agent  Will  Contact  You 


Name. 


Address. 


Phone. 


i 
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ATLANTA  (BP)  —  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  EVANGELIST  BAILEY  SMITH  Medina.  Of  course  the  Infidels’  are 
has  received  a  pacemake^oJter  blacking  out  during  a  cruise  in  the  Bahamas,  not  in  either  city,  but  we  are  protec- 
Smith,  52,  reportedly  coUaps^  Jan.  15  while  the  Starship  Atlantic  was  dock-  ting  Saudi  Arabia.” 
ed  in  Nassau.  He  was  taken  to  a  hospital  in  Nassau,  where  a  temporary  Althwigh  ^  current  war  a^inst 
pacemaker  was  installed,  according  to  Debbie  Kennedy,  a  staff  member  and  Iraq  is  justified,  Woodberry  beUeyes, 
spokeswoman  with  Bailey  Smith  Ministries  in  Atlanta.  On  FYiday,  Jan.  18,  after  U.S.  and  U.N.  representatives 
Smith  was  flown  by  air  ambulance  to  Emory  University  Hospital  in  Atlanta,  made  sincere  attempts  to  resolve  the 
where  a  permanent  pacemaker  was  installed  Jan.  20,  she  said.  A  few  days  (^pute  peacrfuUy,  he  adds  that  “we 
later.  Smith  was  discharged  from  the  hospital.  should  keep  the  human  casualties  as 

low  as  possible,  as  we  are,  because  it 

“MISSIONS:  GIVING  PEOPLE  HOPE”  the  1991  Home  Missions  would  be  too  bad  if  we  defeat  Iraq 
Teleconference,  will  be  broadcast  over  the  ACTS  Network.  The  teleconference  niassively  —  the  reason  being  that  it 
highlights  the  testimonies  of  eight  missionaries  who  were  featured  in  the  will  arouse  a  lot  of  resentment.  I  don’t 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  Prayer  Guide  to  the  1991  Week  of  Prayer  for  Home  want  to  see  more  force  used  than  is 
Missions.  The  teleconference  will  air  Feb.  3,  3-4  p.m.;  Feb.  9.  5-6  p.m.;  Feb.  necessary.” 

N,  6:30-7.30  p.m.,  March  3.  <-5  p.m.  Woodberry  went  on  to  say  that 

“even  in  the  fighting  I  think  ...  we 

NASHVUXE  (BP)  -  HERBERT  V.  HOLLINGER.  editor  of  the  Califor-  fj^ntan^as  w  rSSe  v^^n 
nia  Southern  Baptist  has  been  elected  vice-president  for  Baptist  Press.  He  anti-American 

plans  a  March  1  starting  date.  Hollinger,  49,  has  been  e^tor  of  the  newsjour-  --ntiments  there.”  He  added  that  “I 
nal  of  the  California  Southern  Baptist  Convention  since  1983.  Before  that,  he  ,  ,  ^  ^  I  ^  »  humilitv 

was  editor  of  the  Northwest  Baptist  Witness  fw  five  years.  /Ui  Idaho  native,  S;  do^^^ 

he  received  his  bachelor^  degree  m  business  admmistrabon  with  a  journalism  -iTJr 

minor  from  the  University  of  Idaho  in  1963.  He  earned  a  master  of  divinity  nMcp  and  instio^” 

degree  from  Golden  Gate  Seminary  in  Mill  VaUey,Calif.,  in  1973.  He  has  been 

pastor  of  churches  in  California  and  Washington.  nrJIfor  ^c^T^th?Sr^a,S 


Home  Board  honors  Brogan 


FOR  SALE 

1970  Model  0-5  Silver  Eagle  Bus 
46  passenger  with  chemical  toilet 
All  components  in  good  working  condition 
For  information  call  Greenville,  Miss. 
601/334-9452  day  601/332-2197  night 
A9k  for  Kenneth  Forbus 


WHEATON,  Illinois  (EP)  —  CHRISTIAN  LEADERS  are  praising  recent 
Congressional  legislation  which  has  raised  the  number  of  legal  immigrants 
to  the  U.S.  from  the  current  level  of  about  500,000  to  700,000  over  the  next  three 
years.  The  bill  comes  fust  in  time,  say  leaders  of  World  Relief,  the  interna¬ 
tional  assistance  arm  of  the  National  Association  of  Evangelicals,  since  re¬ 
cent  changes  in  Europe  are  causing  a  floodtide  of  migration. 


A.  J.  Glaze,  Jr,  professor  of  mis¬ 
sions  at  New  Orleans  Seminary  and 
a  former  Clinton  resident,  will  be  the 
guest  lecturer  for  evangelism  lectures 
scheduled  for  Mississippi  Cfollege, 
Peb.  11-13. 

Glaze  will  speak  in  the  Monday  and 
Wednesday  chapel  services  at  10  a.m. 
in  Swot  Auditnium.  He  will  also  visit 
various  classes  in  the  Departmoits 
of  Bible  and  Philosophy  and  will  be 
honored  at  an  invitation-only  dinner 
set  for  Monday  evening  in  the  R  C. 
Rogers  Student  Center. 

Glaze  received  the  BA  degree  from 
Mississippi  Cfollege  and  doctor  of 
theology  degree  from  Southern 


NEW  YORK  CITY  MAYOR  RECEIVES  COMMEMORATIVE  NEW  TESTA¬ 
MENT:  NEW  YORK  —  (ABS)  —  The  American  Bible  Society  joined  with 
members  erf  the  Baptist  Ministers’  (fonfeience  of  (Greater  New  York  and  Vicini¬ 
ty  and  New  York  Mayor  David  N.  Dinkins  in  an  interfaith  celebration  honor¬ 
ing  the  life  of  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  on  January  21.  Fred  Allen,  director  of 
the  Church  RelationsAfolunteer  Activities  Department  of  the  American 
Bible  Society  presented  Mayra*  Dinkins,  the  first  African  American  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  New  York  (Tity,  with  an  American  Bible  Society  commemorative 
New  Testament  during  tte  services.  The  Bible  presentation  coincided  with 
an  ABS  initiative  to  strengthen  its  partnership  with  the  radal/ethnic  minority 
communities  (“Heritage  Groups’^)  in  the  United  States. 
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bills  for  up  to  365  days  afisr  Msdlcars  stops  paying. 
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MEETING  FOR  THE  FIRST  TIME  IN  S4  YEARS,  Soviet  Baptist  women  Seminaiy. 
haveorgainzeda  Women’s  Union  of  the  Evangelical  Christian  Baptist  Union.  hik]  Jus  wife  served  as  mis- 

The  Women’s  Conference,  held  November  23  to  24  in  Moscow,  drVw  delegates  sionaries  to  Argmtina,  1953-1980.  He 
from  15  republics.  Participants  elected  Alexarulra  Kovalenko  as  president,  then  joined  Mississippi  rjJV»gP  as  pro- 
Nadezda  Komendant  as  vice  president  and  Vera  Kadaeva  as  secretary  lessor  and  chairman  of  themvision  of 
treasurer.  religion  and  served  in  that  post  for 

several  years. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-duy  Saints  (Mormons),  in  an  effort 
to  neutralize  anti-Mormon  sentiment  in  Christian  churches,  for  the  past  cou¬ 
ple  of  years  has  conducted  “love  Thy  Minister  Neighbor"  workshops  in  LDS 
wards  nationwide.  They  are  designed  and  led  by  Dari  Anderson,  an  LDS  of¬ 
ficial  from  Arizona.  The  workshop  suggests  specific  ways  for  Mormons  to 
befriend  ministers  of  other  faiths  since:  “Much  of  religious  faith,  opinion,  and 
attitude  comes  to  individuals  through  ministers  in  their  various  churches. 

So  sharing  peace  and  goodwill  with  these  ministers  is  a  very  effective  way 
to  spread  religious  opinion  and  attitude."  Mormons  apparently  are  hoping 
that,  by  establishing  good  relationships  with  ministers,  they  can  further  main¬ 
tain  the  myth  that  Mormonism  is  another  form  of  Christianity.  They  also 
believe,  apparently,  that  if  they  can  convert  a  Christian  minister  to  their 
church,  he  will  draw  many  of  his  followers  with  him.  Baptist  and  other  Chris¬ 
tian  pastors  and  ministers  are  advised  to  be  cautions  in  their  relationships 
with  Mormons,  or  those  in  other  Christian-deviation  groups.  Pastors  who  are 
not  careful  may  find  themselves  unwittingly  manipulated  for  public  relations 
purposes  by  leaders  and  missionaries  of  these  groups.  While  Christians  should 
establish  relationships  with  those  in  non-Christian  faiths  (how  else  will  we 
be  able  to  witness  to  them?),  they  must  be  wary  of  their  public  relations  agen¬ 
das.  (Written  by  the  Interfaith  Witness  Department,  Home  Mission  Board,  of  service  was 
SBC.)  HiU,  Grecae  Co 


Staff  changes 


For  whom  are 


By  Ruth  N.  AUen 
Luke  l«:25-37 

Each  year  around  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas  our  “concern  quotient”  begins  to 
climb.  Many  churches  and  groups  will  say,  in 
essence,  “Let  us  look  around 
for  those  who  are  needy  and 
worthy.”  An  all-out  effort 
will  be  made  to  meet  needs; 
but  as  the  season  ends,  the 
concern  level  starts  to 
decline  Concern  should  not 
be  “seasonal”  among  the 
followers  of  Jesus.  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  one  of  the  first 
Christ-like  qualities  a  bom 
again  person  possesses  is  to 
vJie  concerned  about  other 

people. 

I  am  indebted  to  Clyde  T.  FYancisco,  one  of 
my  favorite  authors,  for  impressing  upon  me 
our  need  fw  concern  for  others.  He  points  out 
that  God,  speaking  to  us  in  Romans  5:8,  makes 
no  distinction  among  people  “But  God  com¬ 
mended  his  love  towa^  us,  in  that,  while  we 
were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us.”  God  does 
not  base  his  concern  on  whether  a  person  is 
worthy,  but  he  bases  it  on  his  love  for  all  peo¬ 
ple,  even  though  we  are  sinners.  When  we  look 


you 


Allen 


UNIFORM 


concerned? 


at  people  with  the  same  concern  and  compas¬ 
sion  as  did  Jesus,  then  we  will  see  needs  as  the 
only  criterion  for  displaying  concern. 

Jesus  met  a  lawyer  whose  attitude  based  con¬ 
cern  on  the  worth  of  the  individual.  The  lawyer 
was  well  acquainted  with  Mosaic  and  rafch 
binical  law  and  could  properly  interpret  both, 
but  he  failed  to  be  concerned  for  someone  who 
was  “different”  as  a  neighbor.  He  was  influenc¬ 
ed  by  the  idea,  “If  you  are  not  like  me,  then  Ill 
have  nothing  to  do  with  you.  You  are  of  no  con¬ 
cern  to  me”  How  tragic,  but  the  idea  still  ex¬ 
ists  among  some  of  us  today! 

Jesus  told  the  parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan 
which  illustrates  concern  and  answers  the  ques¬ 
tion,  “And  who  is  my  neighbor?”  Christians 
should  have  little  difficulty  understanding  the 
central  truth  in  this  parable,  for  Jesus  was 
careful  to  make  it  most  apparent.  Jesus  us«i  , 
a  simple  illustration  of  an  event  conunon  in  his 
day.  It  was  not  unusual  for  travelers  tol)e  r^ 
bed  as  they  traveled  fnmi  Jerusalem  to  Jericha 
After  being  beaten,  robbed,  and  left  for  dead, 
two  men  who  should  have  represented  concern 
passed  a  vmmded  man.  lliese  two,  the  priest 


and  Levi^  were  concerned  but  only  with  their 
ceremonial  cleanliness.  It  was  more  important 
to  them  not  to  be  defiled  than  to  offer  assistance 
to  one  in  need.  How  similar  are  pe<^le  today! 
Some  are  much  more  concerned  al^t  main¬ 
taining  the  status  quo  and  not  defiling  the  purity 
(rf  their  religi<Hi.  An  impiN^nt  feature  of  Jesus 
is  that  he  never  once  allowed  the  fear  of  being 
involved  deter  him  frran  showing  concern  to  the 
needy. 

The  Samaritan  of  Jesus’  day  was  a  despised 
and  hated  person.  Naturally,  when  Jesus  in¬ 
cluded  him  in  the  sto^  as  the  one  who  showed 
concern  and  mercy,  it  struck  a  note  of  discord 
in  the  lawyer,  for  when  Jesus  asked  which  was 
a  neighbor  to  the  man  robbed,  the  lawyer  would 
not  call  him  by  name  but  simply  said,  “he  that 
showed  mercy.”  To  this  Jesus  replied,  “Go  thou 
and  do  likewise” 

Jesus  is  teaching  us  that  anyone  who  is  in 
need  and  to  whom  we  can  minister  is  our 
neighlx>r.  In  Middle  English,  “neighbor”  meant 
somrane  who  was  “nigh-lty.”  Naturally,  to  most 
';^ple  this  meant  family,  tribal,  or  national 
member.  Rarely  did  concern  ot  care  extend 
beyond  these  boundaries.  Consequently,  the 
lawyer  felt  no  ownpulsion  toward  anyme  unlike 
himself.  You  and  I  may  develop  the  same 


tendency  —  to  be  concerned  only  about  our  own 
and  to  care  little  for  anyone  else  If  the  message 
of  the  parable  is  to  bear  fruit,  we  must  extend 
our  concern  beyond  family,  nation,  or  race  We 
must  see  other  people  as  sinners  for  whom 
Jesus  died. 

There  are  two  questions  we  must  answer  to¬ 
day.  nrst,  “Do  I  possess  the  Christian  quality 
of  concern?”  If  the  answer  is  “no,”  then  pray 
diligently  that  God  will  speak  to  your  heart  and 
that  you  will  yield  to  his  will.  You  may  have 
never  experienced  the  new  birth.  If  this  is  true, 
confess  your  sin  and  ask  Jesus  to  save  you  to¬ 
day.  He  alone  can  give  you  the  warm,  compas¬ 
sionate  concern  for  meeting  the  needs  of  others, 
even  if  they  are  “different”  to  you. 

The  second  question  is,  “Am  1  willing  to  show 
care  and  concern  to  someone  this  week?”  Be 
concerned  for  a  family  member,  a  friend,  a 
fellow  worker,  a  social  acquaintance,  and 
especially  a  “stranger.”  If  you  cannot  think  of 
a  practical  way  to  show  love  and  concern  to 
someone  this  week,  spend  time  studying  this 
passage  Spend  much  time  in  prayer  asking 
God  to  lead  you  to  that  person  or  persons  in 
need.  Be  a  Good  Samaritan! 

Allen,  of  Jackson,  is  the  wife  of  Judd  Allen, 
pastor  of  Ogden  Church,  Bentonia. 


Everlasting  life  when  we  trust  in  Jesus 


to  the  believer  throu^  the  personal  faith  that 
he/she  has  exercised  in  Jesus  Christ  (vs.  27). 
In  a  children’s  sermon  I  heard  recently,  the 
pastor  described  faith  as  the  belief '  in 
someUiing  or  someone  that  you  had  not  yet  ex¬ 
perienced  or  seen.  He  further  explain^  that 
such  a  belief  and  faith  could  only  be  exercised 
if  the  element  of  trust  were  present.  Then  he 
placed  a  little  boat  made  of  screen  wire  on  the 
surface  of  the  water  in  the  glass  —  even  I  was 
skeptical  that  it  would  float.  But  because  he  had 
seen  it  done  before  —  had  experienced  it  for 
himself  —  he  was  able  to  give  convincing 
testimony  that  truly  the  experiment  would  be 
successful.  And  it  was.  We  exercised  our  faith 
in  his  testimony,  experienced  what  he  had  ex¬ 
perienced,  and  now  claim  the  assurance  of  his 
promise  that  it  would  work. 

Jesus  did  perform  the  miracle  of  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  Lazarus  from  the  grave.  The  event 
foreshadowed  the  unique  resurrection  of  Jesus. 
Because  Jesus  was  able  to  raise  Lazarus  from 
the  dead  and  because  he,  himself,  conquered 
death  once  and  for  all  when  God  rais^  him 
from  the  dead  —  we,  too,  can  have  the 
assurance  that  he  will  make  gdod  on  his  pro¬ 
mise  to  raise  us  in  that  day. 

Yes,  Jesus  really  does  meet  our  needs! 

Still  is  pastor.  Poplar  Springs  Chnrch, 
Everlasting  life  and  resurrection  is  available  Mendenhall. 

,  and  gratitude 

he  had  a  special  comer  on  God  and  that 
would  be  delighted  to  hear  his  prayer  in 
preference  to  the  prayer  of  a  publican  (a  filthy 
tax  collector,  as  far  as  the  pharisee  was  con- 
corned).  Yet,  the  prayer  of  the  pharisee  did  not 
readihigter  than  his  head;  the  prayo- was  only 
characterized  with  self-praise  and  self-esteem, 
and,  sadly,  with  self-deception.  The  pharisee 
needed  grace  just  as  much  as  the  publican  did, 
and  was  blind  and  dishonest  with  himself.  The 


By  Benny  Still 
John  11:21-27;  40-44 

One  of  the  most  difficult  events  that  we  can 
face  within  a  lifetime  is  the  death  of  a  friend. 

My  best  friend  passed  from  this  life  to  the  next 

Hin  March  1979.  I  still  find 
myself  thinking  of  him  from 
time  to  time  and  wondering 
how  he  would  have  handled 
a  given  situation  if  he  were 
here  today.  Another  dif¬ 
ficult,  yet  similar  event  we 
experience  is  the  death  of  a 
family  member.  How  wren¬ 
ched  are  our  hearts  and 
despondent  our  spirits  at 
Still  such  a  time  Elach  tomily  af¬ 

fected  by  death  has  to  deal 
with  its  feelings  of  loss  in  its  own  unique  way. 

In  the  death  oi  the  (Christian,  however,  there 
is  always  that  glinuner  of  hope  that  bursts  fmrth 
through  the  grief  of  his/her  family.  That  hope, 
that  calm,  that  peaceful  assurance  shinmg 
through  the  depths  of  despair  is  the  promise  of 
Jesus  to  every  believer  that  eternal  life  in 
heaven  with  him  awaits  us  when  we  die.  Maiw 
times  I  have  watched  families  suffer  through 
the  funeral  of  a  loved  one  without  the  assurance 
of  eternal  Ufe.  I  have  listened  as  bystanders 
would  say,  “I  just  don’t  see  how  they  can  cope 

The  greatness  of  faithfulness,  humility,  service 

Rv  J,.rrv  Vardaman  '  Saniariton)  that  it  is  wienc  to  Generalize  about 

Lake  17  •!  18 -14  people  There  are  good  and  bad  people  in  every 

A  famous  British  mUitary  officer  (WeU-  BIBLE  BOOK  ™ 

ington)  was  asked,  “What  is  the  greatest  word  .  penaliz^  ^ 

in  the  English  language.”  His  response  was  !  nationality.  Jesus  l^ed  for  the  b«t  m 

“Duty.”  He  repeated  this  millstone  around  our  necks  tqan  to  cause  one  others,  and  teaches  us  to  be  positive  also  in  our 
same  word  when  asked  what  innocent,  believing  child  to  stlunbl*  and  miss  relationships, 
was  the  sebond  greatest  the  mark  in  his  life  due  to.oul-  popr  example.  Faithfulness  (Luke  17:20-37) 

word  and  what  was  the  Our  youth  today  are  often  ruined  by  the  Jesus  lived  in  an  age  filled  with 

9  third  greatest  word  All  of  us  deleterious  example  of  parents  who  are  blind  eschatological  expectancy.  Today  we  also  hear 
should  consider  it  a  to  the  damage  which  they  are  doing  to  their  of  false  prophets  who  are  given  to  predictions 
^yjlgggtQ^orjjoutandto  children.  Jesus  was  talking  here  about  a  about  the  exact  Ume  Jesus  will  return  or  when 
Mrvfc  A  miserable  time  in  millstone  so  large  that  it  required  a  donkey  to  the  final  j^men^t  w^  take  place  Jesus  gives 
the  life  of  this  writer  was  turn  it  (see  the  parallel  passage  in  Mark  9:42;  us  good  advice  when  he  says  that  the  kingdom 
when  I  was  on  shipboard  for  in  Greek,  mulos  onikos  means  just  that).  of  God  comes  not  with  observation  (17:20).  We 
79  days  during  WoridWarll.  GraUtade  (Luke  17:11-19)  need  to  remember  that  ^Lonl  c^d  come  at 

"  ^  There  was  nothing  to  In  reading  the  story  of  the  ten  lepers  who  any  hour,  and  we  are  daily  to  live  faithfully  for 

Vardaman  challenge  and  occupy  troops  -  were  healed  we  need  to  recall  that  Jews  and  him  and  serve  him  in  love  There  is  more 
who  were  simply  movii^  from  one  point  to  Samaritans  despised  each  other  at  this  time,  rehgion  in  one  day  <rf  faithfuln^s  in  life  ^n 

,e.onl,.S.ma5untadU«g»ta^.o(^  in  allrfu^ato^cu™  which  have  been 
water,  all  Of  which  looked  the  same,  week  after  to  express  to  Jesus  ^graUtude  for  being  heal-  uttered  ance^worW 
week.  I  thank  God  for  each  chaUenge  today,  ed.  Jesus  commen^  him  for  this  character  rf  ‘ 

which  provides  opportuniUes  of  service  and  his  life  and  says  that  we  are  to  practice  the  In  the  parable  of  the  pharisee  and^bhran 
labor,  when  I  lookb^ upon  the  monotony  of  same  virtue.  •  «,  u*  '**^T®*”'* 

doing  nothing,  during  thoM  frustraUng  days  We  are  never  to  stereotype  people  We  mi^t  main  lessons  is  that  ^  a  man  to  ^im  to  be 
^  believe  that  no  good  can  ever  be  done  by  Ger-  religious,  or  even  to  be  in  a  place  of  religion. 

Service  is  an  enormous  privilege,  but  it  is  just  mans,  Italians,  or 

as  important  to  remember  that  the  right  kind  w«  our  enemira  during  Wi^ld  War  11.  Wte  w  rel^on  ^ore 
of  actioa  is  what  is  most  vital.  Jesus  warns  us  might  have  prejudice  agauttt  any  othCT  na- 

(17:2)  against  the  misuse  of  our  example  and  UonaUty,  orjeople  with  another  rolor  of  ^  ret«io«  thim  ff*  Mn  who  beat  up«^  breast 

oir  dei^^etennining  laftaeKe.  He  skid  that  from  ours. 

itwiab^tobecastfatotheseawithaheavy  teaches  us  (along  with  the  Parable  of  the  Good  The  pharisee  taw  God  wrongly,  thinking  that 


LIFE  AND  WORK 


during  such  a  time  without  Jesus.”  As  a  mat-  persons  will  experience  the  resurrection.  John 
ter  of  fact,  they  don’t  cope  very  well  at  all  —  records  for  us  in  chapter  5,  vss.  28-29,  “. . .  all 
fw  there  is  no  h(^  of  ever  seeing  that  dear  one  who  are  in  their  graves  will  hear  his  voice  and 
in  heaven.  cinne  out,  those  that  have  done  good  will  rise 

T^  promises  Jesus  makes  in  the  passage  for  to  live,  and  those  that  have  done  evil  unto  con- 
this  week’s  lesson  assure  us  that  we  can  have  demnation.”  The  only  way  to  avoid  such  eter- 
life  everlasting  when  we  trust  in  him.  Jesus  tidd  nal  catastrophe  —  separation  from  God  in  hell 
Martha,  “Your  brother  shall  rise  again”  (vs.  —  is  to  repent  of  our  sins  and  ask  Jesus  to 
23).  He  further  stat^  in  vs.  25,  “he  that  believes  forgive  and  save  us  throi^  the  power  of  his 
in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live,”  blood  and  resurrection.  Tlirough  the  book  of 
and  in  vs.  26,  “whosoever  lives  and  believes  in  John,  we  see  the  admonition  to  trust  in  God’s 
me  shall  never  die”  It  must  have  been  very  dif-  Son  Jesus  for  our  eternal  salvation.  Not  to  do 
ficult  for  Martha  to  comprehend  what  Jesus  so  seals  our  eternal  destiny  in  hell.  Tb  trust  him 
was  saying  thixiugh  the  gnef  she  was  experien-  for  salvation  reserves  our  abode  in  the  place 
cing  since  her  brother’s  death.  Mart&i  was  that  he  has  gone  to  prepare  for  us. 
much  like  us,  unable  to  hear  the  truth  tlmNigh  Jesus’  humanity  allowed  him  to  realize  the 
her  tears.  Jesus  must  have  empathized  with  her  frailty  of  our  comprehension  of  such  divine 
because  the  scripture  record  in  vs.  35  that  he  matters.  In  vss.  40-44,  we  find  the  Lord  making 
was  troubled  in  his  spirit  and  wept.  It  is  impcH*-  good  on  the  promises  he  had  made  to  Martha, 
tant  as  we  look  at  what  Jesus  did  and  the  things  As  he  prayed  in  vs.  42,  one  gets  the  impression 
that  he  said,  that  we  recognize  the  awesome  that  he’s  pleading  with  his  Father  to  Hear  him 
power  he  had  at  his  disposal  based  on  his  own  once  more  so  tHe  folks  standing  ’round  will 
unique  relationship  with  God  the  Father.  The  finally  believe  that  God  really  had  sent  him. 
pnHnise  of  Jesus  is  that  those  who  believe  in  How  sad  that  our  stubbornness  is  many  times 
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Book  reviews 


Second  oldest  missionary 
celebrates  lOOth  birthday 


LIFE  AFTER  MISSISSIPPI  by  rural  life  in  Mississippi  of  the ’40s  and 
James  A.  Autry  (Yoknapatawpha  ’50s,  they  show  scenes  such  as  dogs 
Press,  Oxford.  Miss.,  $13.95, 87  pp.,  in-  treeing  a  possum ;  men  grabblin’  for 
troduction  by  Wilie  Morris,  fish;  brothers  playing  checkers;  a 
photography  by  Lola  Mae  Autry).  child  asleep  in  the  back  of  a  pick-up; 

This  is  Autry’s  second  bode  of  verse  the  author’s  father,  Ewart  Autry,  bap- 
(His  first  was  Nights  Under  a  Tin  tizing  in  a  river;  and  the  “gossip 
Roof.)  Beginning  chapters  take  the  center”  at  Abel’s  store.  They 
reader  back  to  the  author’s  Mississip-  underscore  the  truth  of  Autry’s  poetry, 
pi  roots.  The  opening  poem,  “Fishing  Everybody  who  loves  Mississippi 
Day,”  is  about  a  group  of  families  should  read  this  book.  As  Willie  Mor- 
spending  the  day  on  a  riverbank,  cat-  ris  says  in  the  Introduction,  “He 
ching  catfish.  Its  vivid  details  that  shares  with  us  the  power  of  his  faith 
make  the  heart  laugh  —  and  cry  —  in  mankind  .... 
are  a  part,  too,  of  all  the  poems  that  “Life  After  Mississippi  is  Autry’s 
follow  it.  Later  chapters  continue  to  a  tribute  to  his  Mississippi  roots,  to  the 
world  where  Autry  is  president  of  places  and  people  that  nurtured  him 
magazine  publishing  at  the  Merraith  gjjjj  which  now  sustain  him  in  the  cor- 
Co^ration.  In  “Living  Mi^issiik  pirate  boardrooms  of  America  .... 
pi,  he  says,  “Now  that  home  is  gone  .  »  .  *  k  * 

forever  frbm  Mississippi,  yet  it  is  mth  ‘T®*-  '^^at  Autry  ^  writing  atout 
me  still,  in  the  fall  smell  of  wood  and  ag^,  is  home^He  liste^ 

smdee  from  some  suburton  chimn^,  voices  heard  and  unheard,  and  he 
in  an  AUanta  taxi  driver’s  turn  of  touches  something  deep  in  our 

in  nitiAf  an  nlH  nHiinnh  nCaiiS. 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 


Floy  second  oldest  mis- 

sionary.  Foreign  Mission  Board,  SBC, 
celebrated  her  100th  birthday,  Jan.  18 
in  West  Point,  Miss.  In  1989,  she  mov- 
ed  from  her  native  Franklin,  to 
West  Point  her  daughter, 

Mary 

was  bom  January  18, 

1891,  in  Franklin,  Ky.  The  SBC’s  oldest 
former  foreign  missiona^,  Lora  Cle- 

who  S.C.,  mw 

was  born  24,  1889.  W  f 

First  Church,  West  Point,  proclaim'^  \ 

ed  Sunday,  Jan.  20,  as  Floy  Jacob  Day.  J 

On  Jan.  of  Mrs.  Jacob’s  four  ;  ffBtt  J 

daughters  —  Mary  Ingram,  Martha  /  MO^f  \ 

Lowe,  Elizabeth  Marble,  and  Lydia  i  JHlBy  i 

McIntosh  —  and  also  all  of  her  12  ' <  /  /  ;  BOS  | 

grandchildren  and  10  great-  4  j  r  MSB  I 

grandchildren  were  in  West  Point  for  ij  /  A 

her  birthday  supper.  /  Ah,  mgS  J  fl 

In  1922,  Floy  Wright  married  Robert  “lyff:  / 

Jacob  in  Tokyo,  Japan.  He  had  gone  i^F  BM  i  ^ 

to  China  two  years  earlier,  to  do  /  \  \ 

language  study  in  Peking  and  to  BSr 

establish  mission  work  in  Laichow-fu, 

Shantung  Province.  The  two  had  been 
students  together  in  Louisville  She,  a 
Georgetown  College  graduate,  was  ,g  ^ 

studying  at  WMU  lYaining  School  and 

he,  also  a  Kentuckian,  was  enrolled  at  V 

Southern  Seminary.  C  \ 

The  Jacobs  served  in  Shantung  Pro-  ;  ^  \ 

Vince,  at  Laichow-fu  and  then  Pingtu,  ~  •  'w  % 

until  1940.  He  was  princi{)al  of  a  mid-  Floy  Jacob,  who  reached  age  100  on  Jan.  18,  reads  her  Chinese  Bible,  me 
die  school  for  bpys.  In  early  years,  she  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board's  second  oldest  former  missionary,  she  first 
directed  an  orphanage  kinder^rten,  went  to  serve  in  China  in  1922.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Dally  Timas  Leader,  West  Point) 
but  her  major  rote  was  missionary  ■<iwaims«^  * 

homemaker.  One  Chinese  woman  told  20,  Carter  Morgan,  former  dean  of  the  active  for  her  age,  and  has  worn  out  1\j  U.  1  .. .  ¥>..  ,.  i...  „ 

her,  she  recalled,  “I  never  knew  what  Hong  Kong  Baptist  Seminary,  spoke  three  pace  makers.”  is  CW  DOOKS  irOlU  DrO&QIn&ll 

a  Clunstian  home  was  like  until  I  saw  in  the  morning  service,  as  represen-  Grandchildren  as  their  gift  to  their 

yours.”  tative  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  grandmother  made  a  contribution  to  The  People  of  God  by  Paul  Basden  preparing  messages  for  children. 

Three  of  their  four  daughters,  Mrs.  Jacob,  who  knew  Morgan’s  the  Ron  Winstead  Fund,  to  help  sup-  and  David  Dockery,  365  pp,  $19.95.  Col-  Getting  Ready  for  Special  Sundays 

Elizabeth,  Mary,  and  Martha,  were  parents,  said  she  was  a  guest  in  their  port  one  who  is  woriiing  with  the  lected  essays  (m  the  believers’  church,  by  Martin  Thieleiv  160  pp,  $6.95.  Assist 

born  in  China.  11)0  other,  Lydia,  was  home  when  she  was  enroute  to  China  Cooperative  Services  International  as  Illustrating  Great  Words  by  J.  B.  pastors  and  music  directors  for  wor- 

bora  three  days  after  her  parents  ar-  for  the  first  time  an  educator  in  China.  Fowler,  formerly  pastor  of  First  ship  on  special  occasions, 

rived  in  the  United  States  on  furlough.  The  congregation  on  Jan.  20  sang  When  a  box  of  letters  arrived  in  Church,  McComb,  IM  pp,  $8.95.  Word  ^e  Bible  Answers  Senior  Adults’ 

Floy  and  the  children  returned  to  several  of  her  favorite  hymns,  in-  West  Point  from  individuals  and  studies  that  will  open  the  windows  of  Questions  by  Elmer  L.  Gray,  139  pp, 

America  in  1940  when  Japan  occupied  cludii^  “Jesus  Loves  Me,”  a  favorite  groups  in  First  Baptist  Church,  the  mind.  $6.96.  Seeks  to  answer  questions  about 

north  China.  However,  Robert  was  in  China,  she  said,  among  all  ages.  Franklin,  Ky.,  one  letter  stat^  that  How  To  Be  Happier  In  The  Job  You  retirement,  anger,  not  sleeping  well, 

held  in  a  Japanese  internment  camp  The  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  spmi-  numerous  contributions  had  bc«n  Sometimes  Can’t  Stand  by  Ross  West,  loneliness,  etc.  ■ 

until  1943.  Both  continued  work  with  sored  a  luncheon  with  Mrs.  Jacob  as  given  to  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  157  pp,  $12.95.  A  self-improvement  Help,  There’s  A  Computer  in  My 

the  Foreign  Mission  Board  through  guest  of  honor.  The  church  had  ar-  Offering  in  Mrs.  Jacob’s  honor.  book  on  creative  thinking,  pmitive  Church  by  David  TVammel,  140  pp, 

schools  of  missions  and  other  speak-  ranged  a  card  shower.  GAs  made  a  “Oh,  wonderful!”  she  exclaimed,  relationships,  and  handling  criticism.  $7.95.  Practical  advice  for  using  com¬ 
ing  engagements  until  his  death  in  poster,  “Happy  100th  birthday!”  and  burned  with  delight.  What  Should  I  Do  When  ...  by  puters  in  churches. 

1953.  She  kept  on  with  the  same  type  “100  is  young!”  said  Floy.  “Many  Fl(w  Jacob  has  lived  in  parts  of  11  Billie  Friel,  144  pp,  $6.95.  Grapples  Clothed  in  White  by  Ray  G. 

of  ministry  until  she  was  nearly  80.  people  live  to  l>e  100  now!”  She  re-  decades  and  two  centuries.  Yet  in  an  with  the  perplexing  questions  of  Register,  Jr,  192  pp,  $8.95.  The  ship,  S. 

Though  th^  had  been  reappointed  to  mains  mentally  alert,  her  sense  of  unsure  world,  she  has  remained  sure  crisis,  suicide,  loneliness,  divorce,  S.  Hope  meeting  needs  in  the 

Hawaii  in  1952,  the  Jacobs  did  not  get  humor  still  stn^,  though  her  vision  of  the  unchanging  truth  that  for  her  joblessness,  and  growing  old.  mid-east, 

to  go  because  of  his  illness.  and  hearing  are  failing.  According  to  has  always  been  a  focal  point;  “God  Children’s  Sermons  by  Roy  E.  - 

At  First  Church,  West  Point,  on  Jan.  her  daughter,  MarUia,  “She  is  fairly  is  love.”  DeBrand,  95  pp,  $5.95.  Helpful  hints  in  I 


Ruling  forebodes  dangers 


warns 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  death  maintain  and  prolong  life,”  Land  said, 
by  starvation  and  dehydration  of  Nan-  “I  think  that  the  Cruzan  case  sets  a 
cy  Cruzan  forebodes  even  greater  very  dangerous  precedent, 
threats  to  the  sacredness  of  human  Americans  who  are  clearly  disturbed 
life,  two  staff  members  of  the  by  this  have  every  reason  to  be.  It’s  a 
Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life  Com-  further  sign  of  the  erosion  of  the  pro¬ 
mission  have  said.  tections  around  the  sanctity  of  human 

Cruzan;  33,  died  Dec.  26,  12  days  life  in  our  culture.” 
after  a  court  in  Missouri  ruled  that  Cruzan  was  admitted  to  the 
feeding  through  a  tube  into  her  rehabilitation  center  in  October  1983 
stomach  could  be  stopp^.  Her  death  after  being  severely  brain  damaged  in 
at  Missouri  Rehabilitation  (Tenter  in  an  automobile  accident  in  January  of 
Mount  Vernon  came  amidst  a  national  the  same  year.  The  feeding  tube 
debate  over  the  morality  and  legali-  already  had  been  inserted.  She  was 
ty  of  allowing  a  patient  to  die  by  r^us-  not  on  a  respirator  at  any  time  while 
ing  to  continue  giving  her  food  and  she  was  at  the  center,  said  Barbara 
water.  Shoun,  public  relations  director  at  the 

Richard  D.  Land,  executive  director  rehabilitation  center.  Her  condition 
of  the  (Thristian  Life  (Tommission,  said  was  classified  as  a  ,  “persistent 
he  was  “very  disturbed”  by  the  ruling  vegetative  state.” 
that  allowed  Cruzan  to  die.  The  legal  line  is  being  tested  again 

“The  commission  is  opposed  to  the  in  the  case  of  another  patient  at  the 
definition  of  hydration  and  feeding  as  Missouri  Rehabilitation  Center.  Pete 
extraordinary  medical  means  to  Busalacchi  recently  was  blocked  by  a 


temporary  restraining  order  from  classified,  like  Nancy  Cruzan,  as  in  a 
moving  his  daughter.  (Pristine,  22,  to  “persistent  vegetative  state,”  is  able 
a  facility  in  another  state.  Busalacchi  to  smile  at  particular  people  and  to 
wants  to  transfer  his  daughter,  who  move  her  right  hand  on  command, 
sustained  severe  brain  injuries  in  an  Shoun  said.  Busalacchi  was  not  able 
auto  accident  in  1987,  to  a  state  where  to  respond  in  such  ways  when  she  was 
the  requirements  for  removing  a  admitted  to  the  center  three  years 
feeding  tube  are  less  stringent.  ago,  Shoun  said. 

Christine  Busalacchi,  while 

Bond  issue  for  Liberty  University 
violates  separation  of  church  and  state 

Richmond,  Va.  —  A  proposed  $60  students  to  attend  church  and  chapel 
million  bond  issue  for  Jerry  Falwell’s  six  times  each  week,  requires  its 
Liberty  University  violates  the  con-  faculty  and  students  to  subscribe  to 
stitutional  separation  of  church  and  the  college’s  religious  doctrine  and 
state,  according  to  the  Virginia  circumscribes  its  faculty’s  academic 
Supreme  (Tourt.  freedom  thrcxigh  doctrinal  mandates. 

'The  court  noted  that  unlike  other  Liberty  U.  had  planned  to  use  the 
church-related  colleges  that  have  proceeds  of  the  bond  issue  to  con- 
received  government  assistance,  solidate  existing  debts  and  expand  its 
Liberty  require  its  faculty  and  campus. 
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